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I’m very sorry for the delay of this 
newsletter as we are now well  
into August!!

We have had the unavoidable  
closure of the hall because of covid-19 
since March and looking increasingly 
likely to be for the rest of this year 
at least.

Given this shut-down time, we  
have taken advantage to get the 
hall smartened up by not only  
completing the new roof installation 
but arranging for the hall to be  
decorated both inside and out.  
When you now pass by, I’m sure you 
will agree with me how smart it is  
now looking.

Sadly, we have had to cancel a lot of 
our events.

The AGM, Beer & Brains Quiz, Bat & 
Trap, Summer Family BBQ, Fish & Chip 
night and all the usual regular events 
have all been cancelled. 

We have taken the very hard  
decision to also cancel this year’s 
Christmas Fayre. However, we will still 
be having the Christmas raffle, albeit 
run in a slightly different format.

Thankfully though, not all is doom  
& gloom as there are a couple of  
positive notes: Alison Buontempo is 
now running the library (with social  
distancing in place) on Friday  
afternoons until the Mobile Library 
van resumes once again. Our thanks 
go out to her. The Photographic 
competition in September will still be 
going ahead, but this year will be an 

on-line event only.  See insert enclosed.

So, as you can see, we are trying to carry 
on as best we can in these  
difficult times. 

Hopefully, next year we will all see  
some more of the restrictions starting to 
disappear and we can then get together 
as a community and talk about those 
days of the 2020 lockdown.

We are continuing with the process of 
changing our banking to the CAF Bank 
[Charity Aid Foundation]. This will allow 
us to be much more efficient with the 
administration of receiving income and 
on paying our bills.

Whilst we are on the subject of  
money. HCA has obviously lost  
significant amounts of revenue from 
not having events. However, we were in 
receipt of a grant from the Government 
which has helped cover our loses for this 
year. Our finances are therefore  
OK to hopefully see us through this 
difficult period.

Last and by no means least, it remains 
for me to thank each and every one of 
you for your continued support in these 
difficult times and hope it won’t be too 
long now until we are all 
together again at one of our 
popular events.

Enjoy the rest of  
the summer.

See you soon.
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You can keep up to date with  
what is happening in your  

Community Association via our 
website: www.hilltopca.org or our 

Facebook page - Hilltop Community 
Association @HCACanterbury.  

If you would like to join our 
round-robin e-mail list please send 

an e-mail with your details to:  
chairman@hilltopca.org
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An introduction from Cathie 
My name is Cathie. Many of you will know me as the lady with the big white dog. 
I would like to introduce you to a part of New House Lane that you may not be  
familiar with - the horse paddocks opposite the entrance to New House Farm.  
The equestrian community grew there when the fruit farm was sold off and the land 
was divided into 5 acre plots. The owners or renters are a diverse group of people 
linked through their love of horses, although why we love them so much is a mystery 
as they take all our money and do dangerous things to injure us ! Approximately 40 
horses are kept in New House Lane with another group in Iffin Lane. I am sure many 
Hilltop drivers have had to wait while riders get their mounts into a safe place to 
be passed.  We appreciate drivers patience especially if we appear unhurried. The road surface is very 
slippery in places so it is difficult to rush towards waiting vehicles when you are balanced on four shiny 
metal shoes ! We are very lucky in this area to have the bridle ways down to Larkey Valley Woods and 
up to Chartham to ride off road.

There are beautiful views from the fields although it can be a very windy vantage point. We are  
treated to the most amazing sunrises and sunsets. It is a shame that in such a lovely area we are plagued 
by night time visitors intent on stealing our belongings. 

My husband and I have owned our field since 2002. We keep a couple of goats and donkeys as well as 
our horses. The attached photograph is of Peanut and Poppet.  I expect the residents in the top part of 
the lane have heard Peanut braying. He welcomes anyone with a loud hee-haw who he thinks has come 
to feed him.  I apologise for the noise. If anyone wants to meet them please ask me 

when this awful Coronavirus is no longe restricting our lives. Stay safe

3 Babies in 3 Weeks

Thomas
14.6.2020

7:43am
6lb 14oz 

Rosie
19.6.2020
16:54pm
8lbs 5oz

Arthur 
1.7.2020
18:39pm 
8lbs 5oz

Hilltop has been built on generations of families being born and raised in the Lane and Close.  
New mums Becky, Ella and Laura all grew up together and have had the pleasure of sharing birthdays, 
special events and now their pregnancies together. We would like to congratulate the new Mums, Dads, 
Grandparents and Great Grandparents during this special time. Congratulations Becky Hart and Calvin 
on the birth of baby Thomas, Ella Broad (formally Richardson) and Greg on the birth of baby Rosie and 
Laura Mowbray (formally Gower) and Michael on the birth of baby Arthur. We look forward to seeing 
them grow and enjoy their childhood together.
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Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw

Month Max.  
temp. °C

Mean (Av.)  
Max. °C

Min.  
temp. °C

Mean  
Min. °C

No. of days 
with rain*

Max. rain in 
1 day 

in mm.

Total rain 
in month

January 12.3 8.6 -2.1 5.3 15 11.2 45.7

February 14.9 10.2 -1.1 6.8 23 15.3 101.5

March 15.7 11.2 -1.4 7.4 13 20.5 42

April 24.7 17.3 -0.1 10.1 6 6.2 25.3

May 29.5 21.5 1.4 12.2 2 5.5 6

June 31.2 23.7 5.8 17.5 11 11.2 40.2

Weather Records  
January to June 2020
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To sum up:  

The temperature did not fall below -2.1 in this period so a very mild winter.

February was very wet (101.5 mm) with Storm Ciara on 9 February (when the rain was horizontal)  
followed by Storm Dennis on 16 February.

May was extremely dry – only 6 mm of rain.

June was very warm with a maximum of 31.2°C on 25 June.

Plenty has happened in the plant 
world since April. Did you know that 
we now have 4 different kinds of  
orchid growing in Larkey Valley 

woods.  They are  
Twayblade orchid which 
has greenish yellow  
flowers, Early purple  
orchid, White  
helleborine, just a few 
plants and the Lady 
Orchid which  
nationally is a rare  

orchid though locally commoner in Kent.  We have 
1 plant of Lady orchid growing on our woods. 
While on the subject of orchids, the Pyramid  
orchid had returned to its site off Hollow Lane  
after a gap of a few years. There are currently 
about 70 plants- a beautiful sight.

In these few months it has been good to see the 
spread of wild flowers on our roadsides and field 
margins. These wild areas are so important for the 
bees, beetles, birds and mammals as they are a 
necessary part of their food chain.

The woodpeckers have returned to my friend’s 
garden with one offspring. The robin has hatched 
two babies and the pair of magpies have returned 
with one baby.

 I have recently treated myself to a copy of The 
Englishman’s Flora by Geoffrey Grigson which tells 
about the different local names for wild flowers. 
In a field off New House Lane, there is a carpet 
of moon daisies and I had no idea there were so 
many local names for it. Here it is known as Moon 
daisy or Ox eye daisy. In Lancashire it is often 
called Billy buttons, in Dorset Butter daisy while 
in Somerset and Wiltshire it is called Fried eggs to 
name just a few.

The butterflies are just fabulous this year. On our 
local walks we have seen orange tip, small and 
large tortoiseshell butterflies, chalk and common 
blue, peacock, speckled wood, marbled white, red 
admiral and more. The Summer butterflies usually 
live between 3 and 5 weeks. The longest life is 
enjoyed by those butterflies which remain as such 
during the winter. The brimstone for example lives 
up to 11 months.



In this time of the Covid -19 pandemic, it is  
difficult to know, or perhaps difficult to write 
something that I think you would want to read!

The Parish Council still has its monthly meetings, 
the second Monday of the month starting at 7pm, 
but not now at the Thanington Resource Centre. 
This has not changed, that is the meeting, but 
what has changed is how we meet. Modern  
technology allows us to get together from the 
comfort of our own homes, sitting at our  
computers and meeting on a program called 
“Zoom”. The Parish Clark, Roger Cheeseworth 
books a slot with Zoom at 7pm and we the Parish 
Councillors “meet” in our own little box on our 
computer screens. I can see and hear them and 
also myself. The meeting is then much the same, 
discussing the previous minutes and other new 
information, agreeing, disagreeing and coming to 
a conclusion. I have to say, I find it quite strange, 
but in these times it is the only safe procedure and 
gets the job done. It is just not the same, but that 
is obvious! We had our third “Zoom” 
meeting on Monday13th July 2020.  
On our second zoom meeting I was accompa-
nied by Her Majesty the Queen. Let me 
explain, on a previous “zoom” meeting 
with my family, my grandson appeared 
with Her Majesty. I thought that I would 
appear with her at the next Parish  
Council meeting. Following his  
instructions I was able to do just that and 
we were fortunate and yes I can  

say I was proud that she was able to stay for the 
whole meeting. I thought that this was amusing, 
but I must assure you that this did not distract 
from council business. Donald Trump was in touch 
with me, asking if he could appear with me at the 
next Parish Council meeting. I thought that this 
was a step too far and declined. I have added the  
photograph of Her Majesty and myself.

The usual items, pot holes, trees and hedges 
overhanging footpaths, rubbish being dumped and 
many others were reported so that they can be 
put right. If you have anything that you would like 
to report then please contact me or Terry Maple. 

The Parish Council does not meet in the month  
of August.

Our next meeting in September will be at the 
Thanington Resource Centre in a larger room than 
we normally need, so that we can achieve  
“social distancing”.

I sincerely hope that you are all keeping well.  
Like everything this way of life and  
challenging times will end soon. WRITTEN BY

TERRY DAVIS

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT FOR THE HILLTOP COMMUNITY

I am very sad to say that my stepmother, Nanette  
Negusrmerly Anderson) passed away on 21st May.  
She and my dad, Phil Anderson, moved into The  
Shieling, Iffin Lane in 1975 and were probably best 
known as the proprietors of Wincheap Surplus Stores. 
Nanette developed Parkinsons five years ago and  
unfortunately had to spend the past two years in a care 
home, which was heartbreaking and meant we could 
not visit her during the last weeks of her life, due to 
lockdown.  Our only consolation is that she is now 
at peace.

REMEMBERING A LOVED ONE 
NANETTE NEGUS Coffee Mornings

Unfortunately we still cannot hold our 
Coffee Mornings on the last Thursday 
of the month. Please be patient, we 
will notify all at Hilltop, when we are 
able to resume.  Whilst on this subject, 

if any of you know people in the community who 
have recently moved in, or maybe would like to come 
when it starts up again – please tell them about it 
and we will let them know when we can welcome 
them to a very nice, popular, couple of hours,  
meeting other people from their community.

WRITTEN BY 
CAROLE  DAVIS

  Written byMaralyn &  Geoff Porter

UPDATE ON COMMUNITY INCIDENT



PENTLAND HOMES RE THE SAXON FIELDS 
DEVELOPMENT OF COCKERING ROAD
The original approval required the developers to modify the Dover Off slip road once 
75 houses had been built and no more building until this was done. They are now 
asking for this to be increased to 150 houses. 

This means that it will probably be another 2 years before this is done at least, and 
the access to this site will remain via St Nicholas Road and Strangers Lane until then. Meaning that  
construction traffic will continue to use local roads to access the site and all traffic to and from the site 
will either have to use Cockering Road , St Nicholas or Strangers Lane until the slip is modified. This could 
have major issues with traffic in the area until this is done, including our lanes etc. The main problem with 
the site was access and that was why the requirement for the slip road modification was so important 
before too many houses where built.

They state that this is down to financial pressures, and also that there will be minimal affect on traffic.  
Is this true? When this week’s edition of the gazette was stating there is a housing boom in Canterbury 
with particular interest in SAXON FIELDS according to PENTLAND?

Does this mean that the slip road will ever get built? What about all the otherconditions in their 
106 agreements for building on this site?

TWPC and others have commented on this already, as  
there was only allowed less than 2 weeks to comment on 
this application. 

If you feel strongly about this please comment on this ref  
the application number below, either via CCC website or  
in writing.

WRITTEN  BY 
DAVE SMITH

Amidst all the disheartening events of the last few months many yearn for a glimmer of good 
news to brighten their day. Well perhaps this report of an action taken by the Hilltop 
Community Association may meet that desire. Word recently came to the attention of the  
Trustees of an incident involving one of our elderly residents, living alone, whose health had  
greatly suffered during the lockdown and who, whilst at home was in need of some immediate  
assistance from concerned neighbours due to a collapse.

Unfortunately, the house was secured and a forced entry had to made to reach the resident and attend 
to their needs. On entry, support and assistance was given by neighbours to this individual who  
thankfully had suffered no serious harm, but the enforced access had left a main door to the property  
extensively damaged. The resident, of limited financial means was in no position to pay for the repair of 
the damage.

The HCA Trustees on learning of this incident and in line with the ethos of the association, namely,   
to support and protect members of the community, particularly the elderly and vulnerable, then took 
an exceptional decision to step in and finance the replacement of the damaged door to make the house 
and the resident once again, safe and secure. An extended family member of the resident later heard of 
this compassionate action and insisted on making a substantial financial donation to the association as 
a way of thanks. The resident is now safe and well and is receiving additional care and support, arranged 
by neighbours and family.

Proof then, if any were needed, that the spirit of the Hilltop Community is alive and well and this 
demonstrates that in times of adversity this community will pull together and support each other,  
giving much credence to that age old  maxim  ‘cometh the hour, cometh the man’. 

UPDATE ON COMMUNITY INCIDENT
WRITTEN  BY DAVID BUSH



Well who would imagine that we 
would still be restricted by the 
wretched Covid-19 pandemic? I 
do hope that you are all keeping 
safe and healthy, although the 
deprivation of family meetings 

and social events is very hard to take sometimes.                 

Here in Hilltop we are so lucky to have such a 
helpful, loyal and thoughtful band of people, al-
ways there is someone to turn to when needed. 

 Thanks to all those people and there are many 
who have helped both physically and mentally.

“Crafty Girls” of course, could not get together but 
have generally kept in touch by phone etc. 

We miss the monthly get - together, especially the  
companionship, swapping chat and doing the craft  
production, together with a friendly cup of tea.  
Hopefully the crafts are still being produced, one 
to keep busy and also to put aside for the day 
when we can again have a “Crafty Girls” stall in  
the Hall.

Sorry not more chat this time 
– maybe we will be  
welcoming a return to our 
monthly sessions soon.

In the meantime – take 
care everyone and stay 
safe and sensible.

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 

Crafty Girls Catch-Up ChatWRITTEN BY 

CAROLE DAVIS

A Hundred Years on 
The Origins of the Hilltop community

Some people may think that there have always 
been houses in Iffin and New House Lane.  
Not so. In the 19th century there were farms and 
their workers’ cottages, built in the 1880s. The 
fact that there is now a community here, living in 
160 houses, is due to a long forgotten man.

In September 1919 much of the land south of  
the Ashford Road was auctioned by a major local  
landowner. 68 acres were bought by William 
Henry Vipan, a retired surgeon and farmer,  
once of Chartham but then living in a lost house  
in Castle Street. Rather than keep his purchases  
all together, as had usually been done, in March  
1920 he sold them off in ten acre plots in to local 
people, often from Wincheap. Vipan himself 
sometimes providing buyers with mortgages.  
The first people moved in later that year, some 
of them living in converted army huts brought  
up from Shornecliffe camp in 1920. 

They were often labourers, greengrocers or  
builders, who hoped to live off their new plots or 
to supply greengrocers shops in the city.  

But doing this was hard, the area being described 
as ‘rough, wild and open’. It had no running water 
until the 1930s and sewage came later. One 
resident remembered that life then was hard and 
unappealing. Because of this many of the plots 
were divided or sold on, allowing new houses to 
be built, first in Iffen Road and then in New House 
Road, as they were then known. 

By 1940 the two lanes mustered a total of 33 but 
still had few facilities. Despite these difficult  
beginnings, the two lanes survived and the  
community grew, but never 
spread on the other side of New 
House Lane, giving it its unique  
appearance. This was partly 
because of a KCC ban on ribbon 
development. Yet, none of this 
would have been possible had it 
not been for Dr Vipan. So, a  
hundred years on, he deserves 
to be celebrated, along with the 
seven pioneer purchasers.

WRITTEN 
 BY CLIVE  
CHURCH



Crafty Girls Catch-Up Chat

New House Nursery 
New House Nursery has never shut once in the 20 years it has been owned by Jane Hicks and the  
current Pandemic was not going to change that!  As Government Guidance unfolded it became apparent 
that the Nursery could and would remain open throughout the COVID-19 lockdown but with only 
30 Key Worker children on roll instead of the usual 90.   Therefore, we felt we needed to diversify 
to ensure we stayed connected with the two thirds of the children who could no longer attend. 
With this purpose in mind we set about collating and preparing our remote learning themed  
activity and resource packs which were sent to parents either by email or by post so that they  
and their children could participate simultaneously in the activities we were planning and carrying 
out at the nursery. To support this learning we also invested in Zoom and provide both theme  
related videos on how to carry out the activities as well as our weekly circle times covering both 
our ‘colour of the week’ and our ‘phonics sessions’, favourite stories and singing sessions, just like 
we would normally do throughout our daily sessions when here at the nursery. As the weeks passed 
we developed a clear timetable of live Zoom sessions including singing sessions and circle time sessions and 
phonics across four days of the week which enabled us to connect and interact with our children who were in 
lockdown at home. The feedback we received from parents was of overwhelming support and praise for all were 
doing.  Although we had 30 on roll, we averaged approximately 16 children every day and they became a tight 
group of regulars across the week. These children participated in the same themes and activities as the remote 
learning packs as well as Joe Wicks PE sessions, painting rainbows in support of the NHS and we even held a 
‘Happy Birthday Captain Tom’ themed day where the children participated in many different activities including 
completing a combined total of 568 laps of our beautiful garden!! Of course, a birthday cake made from three 
blue hearts (signifying the NHS) with 100 iced on it completed the celebrations! 

During this very challenging time, the staff’s wellbeing has had to be at the forefront of our minds and to s 
upport both their physical and mental wellbeing we used one of our rooms to create a virtual gym/exercise 
studio complete with an exercise bike, weights and technology to enable the staff to take turns in participating in 
virtual gym sessions including HIIT, ‘Core and More’, Stretch and Relaxation and Pilates!

Despite this being a very worrying, uncertain and challenging time, I couldn’t wish for a more wonderful team 
 to be in lockdown with, they have truly embraced my mad cap ideas, as well as the new constant rounds of hand 
washing, cleaning and sanitising, and fully immersed themselves in our new ways of operating and are an  
inspiration to all early years practitioners in the country ensuring the care and education of our children remains 
at the forefront of our thoughts! As a result, we were fully prepared and ready to welcome back the rest of the 
children from 1st June and what a delight that has been to have the Nursery full of busy, happy children and to 
enable us to finish the academic year on a high!  Well done team New House! 

WRITTEN BY 

JANE HICKS
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Thank you to all our sponsors

Diary of Events
 
Due to COVID-19 please 
note that all monthly  events  
at St Faith’s Hall are cancelled 
until further notice. 

NORMAL SERVICE 
WILL BE RESUMED  
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!
 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday 
of the month from 2pm

Coffee mornings  
Last Thursday of the month 
10:30am onwards

Art Class 
Every 2nd Thursday at 7pm

Wellness Clinic 
Every 2nd Wednesday of 
the month from 2pm - 4pm  
and 7pm - 9pm

Evening Church Service 
The first Sunday of the month 
between April and September 
at 6pm 

If you would like to book the 
hall for your occasion contact 
Terry Maple on  
01227 761329 or  visit 
www.hilltopca.org/hall-bookings

100 Club Winners

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
I am working with the Wincheap Counselor Derek Maslin to green up Wincheap a bit by planting trees and shrubs to identified areas.  If you would like to volunteer or donate to  this please let me know. There will also be a few ‘sofajobs’, i.e. some jobs that do not require physical activity.  If you are interested please let me know via email  anemone.jones@derijones.com or come and see me at no.57

We will be doing the planting jobs together so training will be given. I am a RHS trained gardener, so don’t worry. It is a great opportunity to pick up some skills as well as being outside and doing something for the community.
Volunteering should not be more than a couple of hours or so each quarter of year, so no great commitment.

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to members@hilltopca.org

DO WE HAVE   
YOUR EMAIL  
ADDRESS?

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

May June 
*Double money month* July 

£50 Anita Rubins
Colin Sherwood 

£100
Barry Drew

£30 Richard Armishaw
Milly & Ella Gurden 

£60
Peter Leonard

£20 Carole Davis
Paul & Chris Atkins

£40
Paula Wooding

£10 Betty Martin
Katherine Richardson 

£20
 Terry Gogger
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