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Whilst typing this report, I have noticed that 
the nights are now starting to draw in and 
Autumn is just around the corner. 

I hope you have all enjoyed this summer, which 
has been fantastic with its continuous hot 
weather and record-breaking temperatures. It 
hasn’t been good for the gardens and animals, 
so let’s hope mother nature will balance things 
up in the coming winter months.

During the summer we had a very successful 
Platinum Jubilee event, arranged by Cheryl Ives 
(see her report) and her many helpers. This was 
followed a few weeks later with the welcome 
return of our HCA family BBQ. This had been 
the first one for two years and it was very well 
supported (thank you). It was a great to see 
lots of new families coming along to this event. 
It was pleasing to see the children playing on 
the bouncy castle, some being supervised by a 
father with a beer in hand and relaxing at the 
same time (thank you, you know who you are). 
Then in the evening dancing the night away 
to a group call ‘Covered’ (see Terry Maples’ 
report).

Arrangements for the photographic competi-
tion are progressing well (I cannot believe that  
another year has passed by). Details have 
already been sent out by flyers, with more 
planned by FB and e-mail nearer the time.  
If you need any more information in the  
meantime please contact Cheryl Ives.  
As always there will be prizes for the winners, 
with selected photos going into the HCA 2023 
calendar which is now becoming a must have 
item. This years calendars will be on sale at the 
Christmas Fair which is being held on  
November 19th . 

We have a new event, a Race Night on 17th 
September. Tickets are £2 each and can be 
obtained either from me at 9NHC: Chairman@
hilltopca.org (text 07889 233327) or from  
Alison at 12 NHL. This is a new event we  
haven’t tried this before so come along and 
have some fun. By now you should have  
received a flyer though your door.

I am always pushing to get things improved  
at the hall. My fellow Trustees and  
sub-committee’s must be fed up with me. 

We now have an amazing new kitchen  
completed. Reports from hall hirers have  

commented on how nice it is. We now have  
ordered the new windows (the old ones of 
which are now over 75 years old – not bad 
going eh?). Hopefully these will be fitted by  
the winter. 

Now along with the new roof, the hall is 
becoming much more efficient at keeping the 
heat in. There are more works to be carried out 
of course, but we are getting there.

Thank you to all the people concerned for all 
their hard work and dedication in getting these 
projects completed.

About a year ago the Trustees were  
approached by some local residents about 
the possibly getting a defibrillator for the 
community as they thought it could save 
someone’s life. The Trustees took this on board 
and moved forward with it. Juliet, one of the 
Trustees carried out a lot of research into what 
would be the best one for our community 
needs (see Juliet’s report).

I am pleased to be able to report that we  
have now been able to purchase and install a 
defibrillator with the help of some very  
generous donations from some members of 
the community who wish to remain  
anonymous. I would like to say however, on 
behalf of the community THANK YOU. 

By the time of publication of this newsletter 
we are hoping it will be fully operational.  
It will be fixed on the left-hand side of the 
community hall.

We are seeking sponsors to  
cover the on-going running costs of the 
defibrillator. If you are interested in helping 
then please contact me.

Enjoy what is left of the  
Summer and the fast  
approaching Autumn.

Just a note for your diary: we 
will be holding our 2022 AGM 
on the 26th October. Next 
year we hope and intend to be 
reverting back to its normal 
April timings.

You can keep up to date with  
what is happening in your  

Community Association via our 
website: www.hilltopca.org or our 

Facebook page - Hilltop Community 
Association @HCACanterbury.  

If you would like to join our 
round-robin e-mail list please send 

an e-mail with your details to:  
chairman@hilltopca.org

WRITTEN 
 BY JOHN 
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Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw
What a very hot time we have had. I have never 
known the grass so brown. The few wildflowers 
surviving seem to be common mallow,  
hawkweeds, hawkbit, yarrow and various 
umbelliferae plants.
My friend in Iffin Lane has had a couple of jays 
visiting her garden playing in the bird bath.  
 I’ve noticed some goldfinches in our garden along 
with the greedy pigeons and starlings.
I was watering our pots the other day with a 
watering can when suddenly a sizeable frog leapt 
out to near my feet.  I’m not sure who was more 
startled. The common frog is also known as the 
common European frog. The frog has large  
prominent eyes and ear drums. They are most 
active at night. It is variable in colour ranging from 

brown, green or grey with dark 

blotches to yellowish or orange.
Unfortunately, they have come under 
a number of threats in recent years. 
Many of their usual breeding places 
are disappearing as ponds become 
filled in or polluted because of  
housing development or intensive 
agriculture. Over collecting 
of spawn may be another 
factor in the decline of the 
frog population. Hope fully 
the frog has found a se-
cure habitat in our garden.
Let’s hope that we will  
not be experiencing  
anymore extreme  
temperatures this year.

I don’t know  
about you but my  

grapevine is growing like the 
clappers...

This is really a job for mid July 
but you can still do it now..

Prune all new growth back 
to where you have a bunch 
of grapes. This will give the 
grapes more light and sunshine 
to ripen.

Next keep only one bunch of 
grapes per 50cm and cut all 
others off. This ensures that 
the bunches will have larger 
grapes and they will be sweeter 
as they don’t have to share the 
water and sugar out to so many 
bunches.

I know feels heartbreaking to 
do but try it. It definitely works!

If you have a wisteria, after you 
have established a main  
framework of one or two 
shoots where you want the 

wisteria to go, you should cut 
back all side shoots (the new 
sappy shoots) and leave only a 
stump with about 5 leaves or 
so on this years growth. If you 
do this every year you will get 
short stubs which are the flow-
ering shoots and over the years 
you will have more flowers.

We are planning a house 
plant sale at the Christmas 
fair this year, if anyone has 
any house plants they can 

take cuttings from, divide or 
has any they do not want any 

longer please let me know. 
My email address is 

anemone.jones@derijones.com 
or text me on

 07526 766 083

call all 
house 

plants
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WATCH 

BY ROGER CHEESEWORTH

Courier Fraudsters active in East Kent

In the last couple of days we have seen 
an increase in courier Fraud offences 
in East Kent, in particular, Dover and 
Deal. In some of the calls they have 
stated that they were officers from 
Police Stations in London and that 
they had arrested/had person(s) in 
custody claiming to be the intended 
victims grandson and that they were 
in possession of copies of their Bank 
Cards. Remember the Police will never 
call and ask you to withdraw cash to be 
collected by a courier. Neither will they 
ask you to hand over your Bank Cards 
as part of an investigation. 
 
Remember the ABC of Fraud  
awareness and never Assume or  
Believe a call is genuine and always 
Confirm by ringing a trusted number. 
If you think that you may have been 
a victim of this type of scam, then 
contact your Bank immediately which 
you can do by calling 159 and call us 
on 101.



ABOUT OUR DEFIBRILLATOR…
HCA has joined many community halls, schools, shopping centres and 
public spaces in housing a community defibrillator, or AED (Auto-
mated External Defibrillator). This has generously been donated by 
members of the community and can dramatically improve the chances 
of survival from sudden cardiac arrest. Unfortunately, many victims 
who need CPR and an AED do not receive early defibrillation, which 
can mean the difference between life and death. I am sure we all hope 
to never be in a situation where we need to use this device – but it 
is, nevertheless, important to be aware and prepared if it is required.  
Using a defibrillator feels like a daunting prospect, so here is some 
more information about our community defibrillator:

ABOUT OUR DEFIBRILLATOR…
A defibrillator works by applying an electric current to the chest wall 
of the heart, to help the heart to regain a normal rhythm.
We have chosen a Zoll AED 3 semi-automatic defibrillator.  
 This was chosen for the community because:
• It is a well know defibrillator brand, chosen for many local commu-
nity spaces
• It has a single set of pads that can be used on both adults and 
children
• It has a colour display screen with spoken instructions for use
•It has a CPR timer and gives feedback on compression depth to help 
responders deliver the best CPR
• The batteries and pads last 5 years, resulting in lower maintenance 
cost and time

DO I NEED TRAINING TO USE IT?
You don’t need training to use a defibrillator. The device gives clear, 
spoken instructions and will not deliver a shock unless it is needed.
However, it is both useful and reassuring to be prepared for such an 
eventuality.
Attending CPR training, either in person or virtually is a good way to 
feel more confident.  The British Heart Foundation offers this free 
online CPR training:
https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/how-
to-do-cpr/cpr-training-videos.
When the defibrillator was purchased, the British Heart Foundation 
provided a training video and pack to support anyone who would like 
to know how to use the device.  This pack is available to the commu-
nity and, if there is sufficient interest, some training sessions can be 
arranged at the hall.
 

WHERE WILL THE DEFIBRILLATOR BE STORED?
The defibrillator will live in a warmed locked cabinet on the left exter-
nal wall of the hilltop hall.  
How will people know there is a defibrillator available to use?
Signs alerting residents and passers-by to its location will be situated 
both around the cabinet and on the notice board opposite the hall.
The defibrillator will be registered with The Circuit – this is the 
national defibrillator network, which connects defibrillators to NHS 
ambulance services across the UK so that in those crucial moments 
after a cardiac arrest, they can be accessed quickly tohelp save lives. 
More information about the Circuit is available here:  
https://www.thecircuit.uk/
The circuit can also be used by the public to find their nearest defi-
brillator 
   
This map was downloaded before our defibrillator was added, but 
there is a clear space between Canterbury and Chartham which once 
again demonstrates how crucial a piece of equipment it is.
Does the defibrillator need to be maintained?
The defibrillator will need pads and battery changing 
every 5 years.  Broken down into a monthly 
costing, this is £5.18 per month (Costing 
from August 2022).  The Trustees are look-
ing at ways that members of the communi-
ty can sign up to sponsoring the defibrillator 
for a month, (£5.18) a quarter (£15.54) 
or even a year (£62.16)…. Or perhaps the 
occasional defibrillator cake sale?!

WHAT DO I DO IF I NEED TO USE THE DEFI-
BRILLATOR?
The AED will talk you through everything you 
need to do.  Here is some written guidance 
from Zoll, which can be found here:  
https://www.zoll.com/uk/resources/how-to-
use-an-aed

HILLTOP DEFIBRILLATOR
Nearly a year ago the trustees were approached by the community to see if we could look 
into getting a defibrillator for the community,after extensive research from Juliet one of 
our trustees has found the right one for the community, it is a Zoll AED 3 defibrillator you 
can go to their website to have a look . We are pleased to say that it is now live.

This means that anybody in the community or a hirer now has access to the defibrillator 
in case of an emergency. If there is an emergency when the hall is open their is a code on 
the notice board, if the hall is closed their is instructions on the cabinet with the  
postcode to contact the ambulance service will now have the code to open the cabinet.

The money for the defibrillator was donated by two people in the community who would like to 
stay anonymous, so I would like to say thank you to them on behalf of the community for their fantastic  
donation for a defibrillator which could save someone's life. In the years to come there will be running costs and if 
you would like to be a sponsor then please Chairman John Richardson



With the previous two of these annual events having been 
cancelled due to the lockdown restrictions, it was a very  
welcome return for the popular Hilltop Summer Family  
Barbecue event on 16th July.
 
The marquee was brought out from storage and cleaned off, 
as were the drum barbecues.
The bouncy castle hire arranged and the entertainment 
booked. Freshly made burgers and sausages were collected 
from The Butcher at Wye and a Barrel of beer obtained from 
the Wantsum Brewery.

What a great day it turned out to be. The weather performed 
for us and well over a 100 locals turned out to enjoy the day.

The bouncy castle was up and ready for the first little ones 
from around 3:00’ish. The food was cooking and along with 
the beer, started to be served from about 5:00. The queues 
were never ending. I was taking orders, serving and taking 
payments. In fact, we had to draft in extra help at one stage 
to help keep up with demand.
At the end of the evening we had completely sold out of ale 
and only a few burgers and sausages remaining. Very nearly  
a complete ‘sell out’.

The excellent band started playing from around 8:00 and 
proceeded to put on a really great show getting a lot of the 
audience involved and up dancing. Indeed from what every-
one was saying about the band they were so good, they are 
wanted back again for another show.

It was really great too from our perspective, to see so many 
new young families and new faces.

I can’t thank all the helpers and the team enough. From John 
and Dave at ‘front of house’, to the group working behind the 
scenes before during and after, assisting with erecting and 
taking down the marquees, setting the tables etc. and not 
forgetting of course, the big clean up exercise afterwards.

As an extra note. It had been recently decided to research the 
possibilities of using a card reader to aid collection of money 
at HCA events.
The barbecue seemed like a good event to get a reader, set it 
up and perform a working trial.
We are pleased to report that it worked perfectly.  

The system was easy with monies collected via cards 
and all deposited direct to our bank account the 

next day. It will certainly prove to be a great asset 
and help for our future events.

At the end of the day it is always  
pleasing to return a profit from an  
event to add to the Community Associa-
tions funds.

We look forward to seeing you all again 
next year.

Summer Family BBQSummer Family BBQ

WRITTEN BY
TERRY MAPLE



Month Max.  
temp. °C

Mean (Av.)  
Max. °C

Min.  
temp. °C

Mean  
Min. °C

No. of days 
with rain*

Max. rain in 
1 day 

in mm.

Total rain 
in month

January 12.9 6.8 -1 2.37 7 7.3 13.8

February 12.9 9.75 1.4 4.67 13 11.5 59.3

March 18.5 11.68 0.4 5.22 10 6.2 26.5

April 20.1 14.72 0.3 6.98 6 9 19.7

May 23.1 17.17 7.5 10.84 11 8.5 48.3

June 27.3 19.79 9.4 13.28 9 5.5 22.7

Weather Records  
JANUARY TO JUNE 2022 WRITTEN BY

HILARY SPON 

To sum up:  
• The temperature did not fall below  - another mild winter – and only 1cm depth of snow (on 31 March)

• In February there were several named storms, but only Storm Franklin really affected us, causing  
3 power cuts in 5 days.

• The high of 27.3 (17 June) was recorded on the device I normally use for these records, but it was 29.7 on my 
other weather station.

SCORCHIO!
The next half yearly report will show the `unprecedented` high temperatures for July.  However, I think the follow-
ing list of the highest temperatures I’ve recorded over the last 11 years are interesting, although these were single, 

isolated, days.  2009 – 29.2, 2010 – 28.9, 2011 – 29.8, 2012 – 30.8, 2013 – 31.5, 2014 – 29.9, 2015 – 34.7, 

2016 – 31.7, 2017 – 31.3, 2018 – 34.1, 2019 – 36.2, 2020 – 33.9, 2021 – 26.8.  

 Stop Press: We only recorded a total of 10mm of rain in July and the highest temperature (on 19 July) was 38.7 
on one weather station, although our other weather station (that I use for these reports) and various thermometers had 

lower readings - from 37.4 down to 35.0.  

Hello Everyone! 
Thank you for all 

who come and support “Crafty Girls”, 
without you it would not happen. We would welcome 
any new folk to join us on the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month, 2 to 4pm. Tea or Coffee £1 and free refills with 
plenty of laughter being the order of the day.

Twice a year we go out to enjoy a cream tea in the 
summer and a Christmas dinner in December. This 
does not come out of Hilltop funds, it is our treat to 
ourselves. Alison Buontempo very kindly organised the 
cream tea and associated transport this year and has 
written about it here, thanks Alison for all your support.                                                                                                                                         
                                                       

“At the “Crafty Girls” July meeting we visited Perry 
Court Farm for a cream tea. This is an annual event pro-
viding we have no lockdowns! This delightful afternoon 

was attended by 13 ladies who enjoyed the tea despite the 
heat. However, very few other people were visiting and so 
we were comfortable in the light airy tea room. The service 
was excellent as was the food. Afterwards we all visited 
the Farm Shop buying a variety of local fresh produce.” 
[Alison Buontempo]

We also try to run a stall at other seasonal fairs which are 
held in Hilltop. The next one will be the Christmas Fair, the 
date is yet to be announced. If you want to make items at 
our meetings to donate to these events during the year, 
simply socialise or get on with your own personal items, 
then that is also an option. The only criteria really is chat, 
laughter and to drink either tea or coffee, in other words, 
no rules or obligations. Come and give us a try!

Best wishes to you all. Carole Davis.   01227 451485.

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 

Crafty Girls News
 

WRITTEN  
BY  

CAROLE DAVIS



Ingredients
• 75g cobnuts (shelled weight)

• 2 Cox’s apples , peeled and 
grated

• 175g butter , softened

• 175g golden caster sugar

• 2 eggs

• 225g self-raising flour

• pinch baking powder

Topping:

• 3 tbsp dulce de leche  
or ready-made caramel

• 25g cobnuts (shelled weight), 
finely chopped

Kentish Cobnuts and Apple Cake

Method
Heat the oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4. Line a 1.2 litre 
loaf tin with baking parchment so that it hangs over the 
edges of the long sides enough to help you lift the cake 
out. Rough chop the cobnuts and mix them with the apple.

Beat the butter with the sugar until it is pale and soft then beat in the 
eggs one by one. Stir in a little flour if the mixture looks as if it is separat-
ing. Fold in the remaining flour and baking powder followed by the apple 
and nut mixture. Bake the cake for 1 hour or until it is risen and golden 
and a skewer comes out clean (be careful not to mistake a bit of soft 
apple for uncooked cake).

While the cake is hot and still in the tin 
melt the dulche de leche or caramel in a 
pan and let it bubble for a minute or two, it 
will darken a little. Stir in the nuts and then 
spoon the mixture over the top of the cake. 
Once the topping and cake have cooled 
for 5 minutes lift the cake out of the tin 
and finish cooling it on a rack served cold...
perfect for a sneaky slice with a cup of tea!

WRITTEN BY  
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The Acorn Tree
Not too long ago, 

I took myself upon a walk,
And saw a little acorn tree,

So very, very short.

But, what if it never grows?
What if it never seeds?

What if no squirrels get any  
acorns from this tree?

Now this is up to you and me,
To save this little tree,
From the giant houses,

That will squash this little tree.

Thank you, Summer  
(age 10) 

Her reflection on  
saving Hilltop  

from development

We meet on the  

Last Thurs
day  

of the month 

10:30 - Midday

COFFEE 
MORNINGS
The above events are held at St Faiths Hall,  
Hilltop Community in New House Lane, on the last 
 Thursday of every month. Come and join us from 
10-30am up to Midday. Only £1 for Tea or Coffee 
and biscuits, [free refills]  
Together with plenty of chat and good company.                                                                                                                             
If you are new to Hilltop and would like to come 
with someone, give me a ring and that can 
 be arranged.

Hope to see you there. Carole Davis

We would love 
more children to 

contribute to the newsletter, 
please send in jokes,

 drawings, poem 
or anything you are 

proud to share

UPDATE OF THE PROGRESS OF CANTERBURY’S  
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN



In the newsletter a while back i wrote a piece on 
the potential developments in our area regarding 
the review of the local development plan, and 
also the call for sites that was part of that. I called 
it “going going gone”

I thought it might be worth updating you, as 
things do move quite quickly, and so here is some 
information on the latest progress

The local plan is being reviewed by the council 
and it is possible it will go out for public  
consultation in october. Note that this is the first 
opportunity to comment on it. We will wait and 
see what progresses? 

Basically, as regards development the preferred 
option for the council is an additional 17000 
homes on top of the current 16000 already 
planned. Supposedly, to fund infra structure.   
For this there needs to be sites. The council has  
a “requests for sites “ stage in this process.  
This basically asks developers/owners to put  
forward sites they feel could be suitable for 
development. The council then assess these, and 
those deemed acceptable are then put into the 
draft local plan. This goes out for public  
consultation and an agreed local plan goes before 
the planning inspector for ratification/comment/
rejection.

There have been some changes since i last wrote 
about this, as the map below shows.

Map showing the existing development sites 
(in pink) & those currently submitted under the 
request for sites (in blue)

UPDATE OF THE PROGRESS OF CANTERBURY’S  
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

WRITTEN  BY 

DAVE SMITH

A new site has been added 
slaa273 land at new house lane. 
This would appear to be the whole 
of new house farm from what can 
be seen? It has been designated as 
housing. This is an additional site to 
slaa259 land west of hollow lane, 
which was already submitted and 
under consideration. 

With the 2 sites now potentially joined into a much 
bigger overall site it will in effect mean that all the 
agricultural land, as was, between new house lane & 
cockering road could be developed. It also stretches 
into chartham parish from thanington parish as can 
be seen by the parish boundary shown in black.

The potential number of houses on this combined 
site could be between 2500-3000, possibly more? 
That is, if you use as a guide, with the 2 existing 
sites, saxon fields & cockering farm have 1150 
planned?

This still has to go for assessment, but by the fact 
that the city council is potentially looking for sites 
for 17000 new homes in the district, plans to have 
these mainly around the city, that large sites are 
attractive because they can command a higher 
infrastructure levy and these are rare. This would 
suggest this site could be attractive to them,  
whatever the local views are?

There are obvious issues in our area, water supply 
& treatment, traffic, pollution, lack of infrastructure, 
lack of public services of all types, to name but a 
few.  All i would suggest is, do not expect those to 
be looked into in great detail and diligence?  
The new governance system at the council, has 
 definitely shown that it can be out of step with  
local opinion and desires?

The work we did on the neighbourhood plan,  
gave strong indications as to what people want. 
That would be in summary, no more development 
until the existing has been impact assessed, the 
required infrastructure in all forms be provided,  
the current mixed rural & urban nature of 
 thanington be maintained, a concern about over  
development etc.  That plan is currently being  
submitted to the council, but it is fair to say, that 
what is being said, is possibly not what they wish 
to hear? It may, or may not be taken into account, 
particularly in the way the council is currently being 
conducted? I felt it important to make people aware 
of the possible future, and also have a view on it, 
whatever that may be.



www.hilltopca.org

Thank you to all our sponsors

100 Club Winners

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to chairman@hilltopca.org

Do we have   
your email  
address?

May June
*Double Money* July

£50 Lynn Gregory Veronica   Pringle  Sarah Guest 

£30 Ross & Jo Gurden Pat Beaty Chris Silk

£20 Iris Purdy David & Louise Pallas  Claire Gent

£10 Millie & Ella Gurden Paul & chris Atkins  Nikki Murphy  

Diary of Events

 2022 AGM - 26th October

Photographer of the Year 
2022 Annual Award - Sunday 
30 October  2-4pm

Monthly Events 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday 
of the month from 2pm

Coffee Mornings  
Last Thursday of the month 
10:30am onwards

Evening Church Service 
The first Sunday of the month 
between April and September 
at 6pm 

If you would like to book the 
hall for your occasion contact 
Terry Maple on  
01227 761329 or  visit 
www.hilltopca.org/hall-bookings

Calling on all Christmas fair donors
MESSAGE 

FROM 

ANEMONE 

JONES

Please collect again prizes for the Raffle or the 
children's and adult tombola for our next Fair- I am 
not mentioning the C word yet, it is far too early!! 
We had a really good amount last year for which we 
were very grateful. If you would like to drop things 
off early because they are clogging up your 
cupboards, you can leave it at our  address,  
57 New House Lane or You can also text/whatsapp me on  
07526 766 083


