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Firstly, on behalf of all the Trustees and the 
Main Committee, I would like to take this  
opportunity to wish you all a very Happy  
New Year.

Sadly, our regular Father Christmas has now 
retired, but I do know that there will be a new 
one for the next Christmas Fair. I would like 
personally to thank Anemone for the excellent 
organising of her first Christmas Fair, along with 
the help of Carole and the many other helpers 
in the background who always go towards  
making our Christmas Fair a continued success.

Our next big event will be the Spring Fair.

This is now our fourth year producing the HCA 
calendar and I would like to thank all of you 
who purchased one. This has proved to be a 
very popular addition, with all proceeds helping 
to boost the much needed funds for the hall.

I must say a big thank you to Cheryl & Carole 
for their superb work with the Hilltop annual 
photographic competition and also to the  
judges who do a very professional job.  
They will be doing the same again this year  
and once again we hope they will be linking the 
photos into our calendar. Cheryl and Carole will 
be letting us all know what the theme will be  
for this year’s competition, so get snapping  
and hopefully you will see your picture in the 
2021 calendar. 

In early March we will be looking forward to 
finally getting the new roof put on the Hall.  
As you may recall, this had been originally 
planned for last August but had to be  
postponed due to the contractors having not 
ordered the roofing materials in sufficient time. 
To allow for the works to be carried out, the hall 
will be unavailable for any use during March. 
Once the roofing works are completed, we shall 
then start looking towards Phase 2 of our refur-
bishment project. We will keep you all updated. 

For the time being our fund manager, David 
Bush has decided to take a back seat. 

If you feel that you can offer your services for 
raising funds for the hall please contact me?

We are still always looking for sponsors, so if 
you would like to advertise on our website & 
newsletter you can always contact me.  
The price of an advert remains at only £40 per 
year for residents or £50 per year for  
non-residents.

I think that we are very lucky to have a  
community hall serving Merton Lane, Iffin Lane, 
New House Lane and New House Close.

I have noticed that there are lots of new 
families coming into the community and this 
newsletter is one of the ways that you can keep 
informed about us and what is going on in and 
around the community.

If you would like to be included in the 
round-robin e-mail notification group  
please send me your email to  
chairman@hilltopca.org so we can keep  
you updated on what is happening in your  
community.

Living in this area I know from my own  
experience of having brought up a young family  
sometimes it can be all too easy to feel quite 
isolated, and we are here to help. 

We hold a main committee meeting every 
other month and you are more than welcome 
to join us in the meeting and discuss anything 
that you would like to raise. 

We run a 100 Club which is just £24 a year or 
£2 a month. This is drawn every month with 
a first prize of £50, second prize of £30, third 
prize of £20 and 4th prize of £10. The June and 
December draws the prize amount is doubled.

We have a website www.hilltopca.org and our 
own Facebook page; Hilltop Community 
Association Canterbury. Please check these out 
and ‘like’ the FB page to follow us.

Just a reminder that our AGM is on Wednesday 
the 29th of April at 7:30 p.m. All are welcome 
so please keep a look out for the 
notices and we will look forward to 
seeing you all there. 

Finally: Don’t forget that your 
community hall is there 
for you to all enjoy. It is 
available to hire for any 
parties, functions or 
business meetings you 
may have coming up. 
Check on our website 
for availability.

Enjoy the spring
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The first month of the year is named after  
the God Janus, the God of the doorway, and  
January is the doorway into the new year. January 
is usually the coldest month of our year but so far 
it has been reasonably mild with more than our fair 
share of rain.

Many of the footpaths are quite 
tricky to walk on because of the 
wet sticky mud but still it is worth 
venturing outside for a walk.  Proof 
of it being mild is that I have several 

geranium plants in 
flower in my garden as 
well as snowdrops and 
surprisingly our rich 
purple aubretia.  The 
flora of Larkey valley 
woods is still dormant 
in January and 

beneath the leaf litter the wood sorrel,  
bluebells and wood anemones are snug under their 
duvet of natural mulch.

The other day we walked round the orchards  
and I was delighted to see a small shrub of  
winter jasmine in full flower with their bright  
lemon coloured petals.  Hazel and Alder catkins were 
also evident, the long hazel catkins looked stunning 
against the sunny blue sky.

On another short walk we noticed some crows  
circling and dipping above our heads almost  
playfighting with the strong winds.  Storm Brendan 
had just passed, some houses lost their power, trees 
came down, but these birds were obviously enjoying 
themselves.  Some sparrow hawks have been  
spotted locally. Friends of ours in a nearby village 
had the misfortune to see a sparrow hawk swoop 
down and make off with a blue tit which had been 
enjoying some bird feed on the ground.

Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw

Our Street Dance Squad has got through to the Dance World Cup this summer  
which is being held in June in Cinecitta, Rome. Last October we recorded a  
video audition which was successful and we have been selected to  
represent Team England!!

 We train hard three times a week in Barham Village Hall. We don’t have 
a real studio or fancy costumes unlike some of our competitors so often 
feel like the underdogs however this does not hold us back.  We are totally 
committed to our training and we are so passionate about dance. 

This is an amazing, once in a lifetime opportunity for us. We are so  
excited however a competition as big as this comes with a high cost.

There are only 6 of us on our squad so we need to put all our efforts 
together to raise enough money for our costumes, flights, hotels and  
England kits. We have arranged a 10 mile walk, cake sale and will also be 
holding a raffle with many fantastic prizes. 

PLEASE PLEASE help our dreams become reality.  You can support us by 
visiting our just giving page 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/streetsdancecompany. 
Or by donating prizes for a raffle we are going to hold in April.

We will be extremely grateful for any support you can give us.
Thank you so much from Amelia Gurden and Luisa Williams 
 
(Contact Joanne 07971 890211 or Andrea 07814 709468)

Hilltop’s Hip Hop Stars
 PLEASE  HELP US RAISE £1500



Christmas Fayre 2019
Thank you for all who attended 
this year’s Christmas Fayre and 
helped generously with their time 

and in some cases money to make it 
another success.

We raised £712.37 on the day  
[excluding calendars]. There seemed to be slightly 

less children visiting the Grotto judging by the presents that were left 
over. That may have been due to the later than normal date of the 
Fayre and some children having already been to other Grottos’.

There were the usual amount of stalls and the Father Christmas 
Grotto was tastefully decorated by Jackie’s family in her memory  
and looked very “Christmassy”, if there is such a word.

A special thanks to those who stepped up at last minute to take the  
photographs with Father Christmas as our usual Christmas Elf was 
unable to be there.

This was the last Fayre Carole organized and I would like to thank 
her for her tireless contribution in this capacity over many years. 
She has now handed over the baton to me and has given me lots 
of advice and tips for which I am very grateful.

The Christmas draw winners were:
£100 Hamper – Pat and Jill Beaty NHL,                                                                                                        

£100 Cash – Hilary Smith NHL,                                                                                                                                   

£50 M and S Voucher – Leonard Family NHL                                                                                       

Competition winners were:                                                                                                                                

“Polar Bear” – Chris NHL 

Sweets in a Jar [104 sweets] – Ian Smith NHL                                                                                                      

To all who helped a very heartfelt thank you for all  
the work you have done and time invested without 
which our little area would not be the community it is.  

If you receive the Hilltop newsletter and have never 
been to an event, I would encourage you to come to 
one and get to know some of your neighbours or get 
to know them better!

WRITTEN BY  

ANEMONE 

JONES 

We raised a whopping 
 £1,400



Month Max. temp. 
°C

Mean (Av.) 
Max. °C Min. temp. °C Mean Min. °C No. of days 

with rain*
Max. rain in 1 

day in mm.
Total rain in 

month

July 36.2 24.2 8.8 14.4 8 23 38.5

August 32.5 23.7 9.7 13.8 10 6.3 34.8

September 25.6 21.1 7.2 11.1 13 8.8 47.8

October 19.3 14.9 1.5 7.9 26 12.8 108.4

November 15.3 9.1 -2.1 3.9 22 20.3 108

December 11.6 8.3 -1.8 3.1 2.2 21 102.8

Weather Records  
July to December 2019

WRITTEN BY

HILARY SPON 

When compiling this set of figures I was surprised that the rainfall total for 2019 was much lower 
than I expected as it seemed never to stop raining in the last 3 months – in fact 2019 comes 7th in 
the list for rainfall for the last 11 years.  However, we did notch up the highest temperature since I 
started doing these recordings – 36.2 on 25 July – although I think it felt much hotter at the end of 
August due to the high humidity.  

Maximum temperature -  36.2 (25 July) Wettest  day – 19 July (23 mm) 
Minimum temperature -  -4.5 (30 Jan.) Wettest month – October (108.4 mm) 
Hottest month by mean (average) max - July   Driest month -  January (13.4) from snow on 3 days 
Coldest month by mean (average) min -  Jan TOTAL RAIN FOR YEAR – 653.9 mm

Hi there everyone, 
The first Crafty Girl 
report of 2020 – 
how do the years  
go so quickly?

Hopefully it will 
be a very Happy, 
Healthy year for all.

Below is a review of our Christmas 
Lunch, written by Alison Buontempo. 
Without her stepping into the breach, 
this outing may not have taken place – 
so thank you Alison for organising such 
a successful treat for us and special 
thanks from me [ Carole ] for taking 
over the task. So sorry I missed it!

“The Crafty Girls Christmas lunch was 
held, this year, at The Artichoke in 
Chartham, on Tuesday 10th December. 
Sadly, a few of the group were unable 
to join us due to family commitments 
or illness. The food lived up to our 
expectations and the staff at the  

venue were very accommodating. 
A good time was had by all. June  
Robins won the raffle prize of a 
bottle of champagne.

Thank you to all participants who 
made the day extremely enjoyable.”                            

 The Crafty Girls also had a stall at 
the Christmas Fayre manned by Anita 
Rubins and Caroline Silk. Lovely  
handmade toys, gifts, knitteds,  
needlework etc. They raised £93.57  
on the stall, which was great. Many 
other Crafty Girls were, of course, on 
other different stalls, all adding to the 
amazing total on the day of £712.37.

Looking forward to our first meeting  
of the year in January, bringing back  
all previous “Crafty Girls”, hopefully  
encouraging new ones to pull up a 
chair and join us, there is always a 
warm welcome.

That’s all for now – see you in the next 
edition of Hilltop Newsletter.

Hello from the Crafty GirlsWRITTEN BY  

CAROLE DAVIS

We meet on the  
2nd Tuesday  

of every month 
2-4pm 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT



 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Once again it is my turn to give to you some Parish  
Council news and updates.

The 15th of January 2020 is National Pothole Day.  
I thought every day was pothole day! I am not sure what 
that really means. Do we celebrate that we have so many 
or do we report as many as we can on the day? I went to 
Clintons and asked for a card celebrating the day, but alas 
the nice young lady, trying not to laugh at the old  
gentleman, told me they do not sell such a card.  
Campaigners have called for £1.5bn a year from the 
government to tackle the problem of potholes. If all the 
potholes are filled then what will have left to talk about, 
the weather?

It was very unfortunate for the residents of the South 
Ward of Thanington that St. Faiths, the Hilltop  
Community Hall, was closed as a Polling Station for the 
election. I understand that this was caused by a  
misunderstanding in a conversation regarding our Hall  
and the Jubilee Hall. It caused many problems for you  
having to travel down to the ARCA Hall, especially as we 
have no public transport.  I am sure it resulted in a number 
of people not voting. Roger Cheeseworth the Clerk for 
the parish council is to meet with Colin Carmichael [Chief 
Executive Canterbury City Council] to try to re-establish 
St. Faiths as a Polling Station.

The Parish Council paid for the air to be tested around  
the Wincheap area. The results were above the acceptable 
limits. Canterbury City Council are fighting against a  
judicial review on air pollution around the City, which 
includes Wincheap.

The sum of £5000 has been raised, of which the Parish 

Council donated £300,  
to allow a judicial review of  
the extension to the Wincheap  
Park and Ride car park down  
to the river Stour, wanted by  
Canterbury City Council.  
Roger Cheeseworth, the Clerk 
to the Parish Council did a  
radio interview on Radio Kent 
to highlight the problems that will occur by tarmacking 
over a riverside meadow. Imagine walking into Canterbury,  
along the river and coming upon a view of parked cars. 

The official opening of Pentland new homes on Saxon 
Fields is on the 12th February 2020, and is by invitation 
only. Redrow is the new company that has bought and will 
develop the site of 400 houses that Quinns sold on. From 
a visit by Redrow to a Parish Council meeting it was clear 
that the two sites are totally separate, in design and ideas. 
The final result will be interesting!

The fence that runs at the high level along Hollow Lane 
from New House Lane down to Wincheap has been  
vandalised and will require urgent attention to make this 
route into Canterbury safe. The top half, from New House 
Lane down to the bridge, is in our parish. The bottom half 
is Canterbury City Council. However the Parish Council 
paid for both sections because Canterbury City Council 
would not. Once again because it needs to be done  
urgently it will fall on our shoulders to be repaired! 

Finally, as usual I ask for your help. If you see something 
that you think requires attention in our Parish then please 
report them to me [Terry Davis] or to Terry Maple, your 
two Terry’s of the South Ward.

WRITTEN BY
TERRY DAVIS

STOUR DOG WALKING SERVICES 
Flexible, Reliable and Trustworthy 

£10 an hour either for a walk, or run in the local area, tailored to suit 
you’re dog. I hold a DBS and dog walking insurance.  

 References on request. Experience with various breeds for both  
walking and dog sitting. 

Contact Bryoni on 07834467304 

Would you like to have a  
lovely ride along the Crab & Winkle  

way While supporting a very  
worthwhile charity

Why not join for the
‘CLOISTER 2 OYSTER 2020’

CHARITY BIKE RIDE
SUNDAY 10 MAY 2020

FOR DETAILS CONTACT CHRIS & CHERYL IVES on 01227 760707

or email them at rethinkcanterbury@googlemail.com



CANTERBURY LOCAL  
PLAN CONSULTATIONS

Just some information on what is going on behind the scenes in the corridors of power in our local council regarding 
plans for future local area development, which I thought might be of interest? 

You may or may not be aware that our City Council is currently involved in a review of their Local Development plan 
which was adopted a few years ago. This plan basically highlights how the council intends to build and develop the 
district over the next 25 years. It has to be regularly reviewed, and that is what is happening now. Once that review 
has taken place, changes made etc, it is then put before the planning inspector for acceptance, or not as the case may 
be. A consultation is currently under way by the city council, to decide how and what the new local plan should be.  
You may not be aware of that?  

As you may be aware in the current local plan, various development sites, big and small, are included in the plan. 
These include the site opposite New House Lane, currently under construction by PENTLAND HOMES, and the  
proposed site at cockering road for 450 homes, to be developed by REDROW.  The current local plan specified a  
certain number of homes to be built in our district, approx 800 per year, but so far this target has fallen far short of 
requirement. Which is hardly a surprise, as to be quite honest, the figure for development was unrealistic as set by 
both the local council and central government. PENTLAND were stating in August 2019 that the first homes would 
be ready in Nov 2019. Realistically this could be late spring to early summer 2020?  This is a common problem 
throughout the South East, with a lot of local Authorities not reaching their build targets. Also Canterbury has  
adopted a “DEVELOPER LED” strategy for their plan. Meaning that where and when development takes place, is at 
the behest of the developer, not local requirements and needs. Which does not basically lead to the best local  
decisions, as developers have totally different priorities for what they do, when they do it and where they do it?

As the first part of this process of reviewing the local plan the city council has adopted a STATEMENT OF  
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 2019 in Oct 2019. It basically lays out how the council will involve local  
communities in deciding what happens in their area. Also how they can get involved. It is available to view on line  
by searching under “CANTERBURY STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 2019” if you have a mind to. 
There is also a timetable for this process included with this document. There have certainly been issues with the 
Council over consideration of local views to date, regarding community wishes, and lack of their consideration.  
Which might be why some of the current plans have been so strongly questioned?

One of the topics is entitled “Neighbourhood Plan”. This is a plan that local communities can prepare laying out  
how they would wish to see development in their area. Some time ago this area prepared a “VILLAGE DESIGN 
STATEMENT” and this has been used when discussing planning applications with the Council. So we would  
appear to already have done a neighbourhood plan, though there is a need to ensure that it will still comply with  
requirements.  That is important if it is still to be of use and have some influence on decision making

The importance of having a compliant “Neighbourhood Plan”  is that as part of the review process being carried out 
by the council, requires identification of development sites ADDITIONAL to those already  
included in the current LOCAL PLAN. Effectively meaning MORE development than that  
scheduled now.  There is a concern that there could be a requirement in our area for considerable 
additional housing than the 800 per year already scheduled. Where would that take place? can 
it be realistically achieved, and how will that be determined, are certainly questions that will be 
interesting to see the answer to!  It will also be interesting to see how the consultation and 
local involvement process works. The Local Parish Council and our Local ward councillor 
are keeping an eye on this process to keep you informed. But by all means have a look 
for yourselves and form your own opinions as we could well have some interesting 
proposals to consider!!!

WRITTEN  BY 

DAVE SMITH



HILLTOP FUNDRAISING

Hilltop has  
recently received  

even more charitable funding for 
improvements to St Faiths Hall.
An application to the Kent Police 
Property Fund was made recently.  
This fund is accumulated through 
the sale of unwanted or unclaimed 
Property in Police auctions.   
Donations are then awarded to 
charitable causes if deemed  
appropriate and any money is used 
to support and enhance local  
community services or activities.  
Kent Police saw Hilltop as an  

excellent recipient of charitable 
funds and awarded the maximum 
permissible amount to us - £500.  
This was great news to receive and 
the money will be spent on a  
Bluetooth Projector for the Hall  
and to renew some kitchen items.  
The Projector can potentially be 
used by everyone at St Faiths 
 from the popular Art Class or  
Photographic Competition to display 
images, Quiz Nights to help us all 
with those infuriating Dingbats 
 (that might just be my team ..!), or 
by the Trustee’s at meetings and  
during private bookings.  I also hope 
the Ladies Coffee Morning gets a 
well deserved upgrade to some 
new cups and saucers that can also 

be used by the dedicated helpers 
at many of our Community Events 
where refreshments are sold.   
The funding is only awarded to 
Charitable / Community  
Associations deemed to be of the 
highest standard so this is a great 
reminder of everything that Hilltop 
Community Association achieves 
and how lucky we are to have 
 St Faith’s Hall. 

WRITTEN  BY ROSS 
 GURDEN

KILL YOUR SPEED
We have not had the Speed Monitor up for 
some time due to the wet weather, but we  
still see cars and many 4x4s exceeding the 
speed limit.

We know that many if not most, are not from 
the Lane or our local residents, but we still 
ask all OUR residents to obey the speed limit, 
especially to reduce to 20 mph close to the 
SCHOOL just near to the Close to protect our 
Mums and young ones.

We will be doing the Speed Watch again as 
soon as the weather improves so  
SO PLEASE WATCH YOUR SPEED.

  Written byTony Pringle

join us For St Faith’s 
Evening Services

1st Sunday of the Month at 6pm
March 1st  - No Service
April 5th   - Evening Worship
May 3rd   - Evening Worship
June 7th   - Evening Worship
July 5th  - Evening Worship
August 2nd   - Evening Worship
September 2nd   - Evening Worship
October 4th  - Harvest Celebration
November 1st   - No Service
December 6th  - No Service
December Wed 16th   - Carol Service 6.30pm

HILLTOP PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 2020
We are pleased to announce that the above will take place again 
this year. The closing date is Wednesday 2nd September.  
The Awards Ceremony date is Saturday 17th October.

Further details of the rules and the subject matter will 
be announced Mid-February by 
e-mail, Facebook, Notice Boards 
etc. Sorry for this unavoidable 
delay, but sincerely hope for our 
usual excellent response from 
the Community.

From
Carole Davis  

&  
Cheryl Ives



www.hilltopca.org

Thank you to all our sponsors

Diary of Events
 
Monthly Events 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday 
of the month from 2pm

Coffee mornings  
Last Thursday of the month 
10:30am onwards

Art Class 
Every 2nd Thursday at 7pm

Wellness Clinic 
Every 2nd Wednesday of 
the month from 2pm - 4pm  
and 7pm - 9pm

Evening Church Service 
The first Sunday of the month 
between April and September 
at 6pm 

If you would like to book the 
hall for your occasion contact 
Terry Maple on  
01227 761329 or  visit 
www.hilltopca.org/hall-bookings

100 Club Winners

JOIN THE 100 CLUB!
Why not join the 100 club? Every month 4 numbers are  drawn and 4 lucky winners receive a cash prize 

 from £10 to £100.
To join its £24 for the year or £2 a month.

Money raised goes towards on going fundraising for the hall.
If you would like to join please message the  

Chairman John Richardson at 
chairman@hilltopca.org

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to members@hilltopca.org

DO WE HAVE   
YOUR EMAIL  
ADDRESS?

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

November December 
*Double money month* January

£50 Barry Drew Hilary Smith 
£100 Andrea  Williams

£30 Betty Wallis Craig Guest 
£60  Clive Church

£20 Iris Purdy Sarah Guest 
£40 Peter  Leonard

£10 David Smith Lyn Gregory 
£20  Lyn Gregory


