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Firstly, on behalf of all the Trustees and the 
Main Committee I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all a very happy  
New Year.  
 
It has been a particularly challenging start  
being in Lockdown yet again but let us all 
hope that with the coming of lighter evenings 
and Spring just around the corner things will 
soon start to feel more positive.
Sadly, in December we did not have a  
Christmas Fayre due to covid-19 but we  
were however able to hold our Christmas 
Draw. The HCA calendar was another great 
success and we say a big thank you to the 
hard work put in by Cheryl and Carole in very 
challenging circumstances. The stars of the 
calendar of course, are all of you who have 
taken and entered some fantastic 
 photographs.  

Thank you for supporting all these events 
which helped raise good funds for the hall.

Turning our thoughts to this year. 
The Trustees and the Main Committee have 
decided that as Easter is from 2nd-5th April, 
it is necessary to cancel this year’s Easter 
Fayre which will now be for the second year 
running. Tracey Smith however, has kindly 
agreed once again to organise an Easter 
Bonnet competition (see her article later in 
the newsletter).

We are mindful that we were unable to hold 
an AGM last year due to covid-19 which 
would normally have been during April.  
Hopefully we can manage to hold an AGM 
this year, albeit one that may be a little late.
We hope we will be able to have a Christmas 
Fayre this year at least.

It is difficult for any of us to make plans going 
forward without knowing the governments’ 
promised programme in setting out their  
proposed road-map for coming out of  
Lockdown until probably mid-March at 
the earliest. 
 
Hopefully with the rolling out of the vaccine, 
numbers of infections and deaths will now 
start to come down and we can all of us look 
forward to returning to a more normal way 
of life. 

Let us hope we end up having a successful 
year with better things to come.

The New Year has not been a good start with 
two deaths in the community, and all our 
thoughts are with all their families and friends 
in this difficult time. On the 2nd January,  
sadly Sue Knott passed away having been ill 
for a period of time (see Cheryl Ives article 
later in the newsletter). Many of you knew 
Sue who had lived next door to the hall (No. 
37) all her life. She had given so much to the 
community over the years. Her funeral will be 
held on the 8th February at Barham. 
 
On the 20th of January I received an email 
from Donna the wife of our postie (for the 
last 25 years) Tony James, telling me that he 
had passed away from covid-19.
He had been taken ill during the Christmas 
period after completing his late round on 
Christmas Eve. This was devastating news for 
Donna & all his family. Tony, of course 
was not only our local postman, 
but to many of us had become 
a friend and a valued part of 
our community. He brought 
his family along to a lot of 
our community events like 
the Fayres and the Family 
BBQ. He always had the time 
to talk to you. 

Nigel & Julie Gransden (53 NHL) are 
donating a tree in memory of Tony which will 
be planted in the Community Hall grounds. If 
you would like to contribute towards the tree 
you can e-mail them, at juliegransden53@
outlook.com.  
Should donations received exceed  
costs of the tree & plaque any 
surplus will go to Tony’s Fund.

Both Sue and Tony will be truly 
missed by all of us who knew 
them.

Enjoy the Spring. All the 
best for now, and please 
keep safe and well.

On behalf of the Trustees 
and Main Committee
John Richardson

You can keep up to date with  
what is happening in your  

Community Association via our 
website: www.hilltopca.org or our 

Facebook page - Hilltop Community 
Association @HCACanterbury.  

If you would like to join our 
round-robin e-mail list please send 

an e-mail with your details to:  
chairman@hilltopca.org

WRITTEN 
 BY JOHN 

RICHARDSON



HILLTOP PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 2021
CATEGORY FOR ADULTS                                                 

PATTERN, SHAPE & FORM
CATEGORY FOR CHILDREN

THINGS THAT MAKE ME SMILE

Photos submitted may, but do not have to be 
taken during 2020/2021.. More information 
on dates and times will be issued.  
Keep looking and above all, KEEP SAFE!

Good Luck Everyone

WRITTEN  BY CHERYL IVES &  CAROLE DAVIS

HILLTOP PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 2020 
-The People’s Choice

This year, as you know we were unable to hold an Award Ceremony at the Community Hall 
because of COVID restrictions, Nothing daunted we decided that as well as running a  
virtual competition, we would also hold a virtual People’s Choice event.

Thank you to all those of you who sent in your choice for this prestigious award. Some of the photos 
came in more than once from different people and there was a huge variety chosen, so the process  
became very exciting. 

When all the votes were counted the overall winner was …………..John Richardson with “Soldiers in  
the Sky”

The runner up, with just one vote fewer, was Hilary Spon with “Five Spot Burnet Moth” Congratulations 
to John and to Hilary

We would like to thank everyone who came together to make the event so memorable: All the adult and 
children photographers for the amazing photographs; the judges; the website managers; the Hilltop 2021 
calendar designer and producers; the prizes donors; and last but not least Hilltop residents, who have 
taken this competition to their hearts to make it such a success, year on year. In the year 2020 especially, 
we needed something to cheer us up, and the grateful comments we have received from so 
many of you, have certainly made us feel that the competition has been more 
appreciated than ever. 

So now it’s time to think about 2021 and above you will see the new themes. 
 
We hope you will enjoy taking part again, and for those of you who keep 
meaning to but never quite get round to it, there’s no excuse this year, as the 
themes are even more “open,” and we are looking forward to seeing just what 
you can come up with! 

WRITTEN   
BY CHERYL 

IVES 



Charlie
3.1.21
7lb 5oz 

New House Lane’s 
newest resident 

Unfortunately, we won’t be able to 
hold our Hilltop Easter Fair again this 
year…We know you’ll be very disap-
pointed.  So we thought that many 
of the Hilltop Children might like to 
have a go at designing and making, an 
attractive EASTER HAT to wear!   
We want your hat to be extremely colourful and 
as imaginative as you can possibly make it!  So get 
out your coloured papers, pencils, pens, paints, 
knitting needles, wools and any other materials, 
you’d like to use!  
GIVE IT A GO – IT’LL BE A LOT OF FUN!  

To enter we would like you to have you 
photograph taken, wearing your Easter Hat 
masterpiece!  Mum or Dad will then need to email 
your photograph, along with details of your name, 
address and age, so that we are able to judge your 
entries.  Emails are to be sent to 
John Richardson chairman@hilltopca.org    
All entries must be sent to John by  

5pm on Wednesday 31 march 2021
We are giving you plenty of time to start  
designing! So…READY… STEADY… CREATE…!

hILLToP eaSTeR 
CompeTITIon! WRITTEN BY  

TRACEY 
 SMITH

Just a short update to the readers of the  
Hilltop Newsletter. We, the “Crafty Girls” are  
unfortunately still unable to meet up for our 
monthly get togethers due to the Covid 19  
pandemic. 

As soon as it is possible it will take place again, 
but in the meantime, we are managing to still  
receive our birthday cards and keep in touch 
with one another by phone. 

Hopefully you are learning all sorts of different 
skills and making perfect the ones you already 
have. I personally can say, I do not seem to have 
the urge to be creative, other than to triple the 
phone bill, [whoops Terry did not know that] 
but I do concentrate on the tea and coffee  
making being a fine art, with lots of more  
practice needed.

Take care and keep safe – looking forward to 
a proper gathering as I miss seeing everyone.  
By the way, our first meeting was in October 
2013 and we are determined not to 
let a virus finish it!  

Best Wishes,  
Carole Davis.

Update from the 
Crafty Girls

Coffee 
Mornings
Sadly we still have to put a hold on the monthly 
Coffee Mornings because of all the Covid rules 
and regulations that hopefully keep us all safe 
and well.

We will resume this Hilltop event as soon as 
possible – keep your eyes open for 
when it is announced. IT DEFINITELY 
WILL BE!!

Best wishes, Carole Davis. 

 

WRITTEN  
BY  

CAROLE DAVIS

Congratulations to Rebecca Cook and her 
family on the birth of Charlie Thomas Cook  
Born 03/01/21- Weighing 7lb 5oz 

Pictured: Kemsley Cook (proud big brother)



\ 
 
 Memories of Susan Knott 

(Our Sue) WRITTEN   BY CHERYL IVES 

Cheryl would like to thank the following for their contribution to this article: 
Betty Wallis, Hilary Smith, Pam Sherwood, Antonia Pringle, Clive Church, Graham Page,  
Ros Cheeseman, Sue Close.

Sue was born at Wingham in May 1945. As a small child she moved with her parents to the 
house her dad built in New House Lane. She was an only child and when her mother died when Sue 
was young, she lived with her dad, Bill, who worked full time for Brett’s as a driver, later on becoming manager of 
the workshop. He found it nigh on impossible to balance the demands of a long and busy working day with that of  
bringing up little Susan, but fortunately, next door neighbour, Doris Boughton, stepped in and helped to organise Sue 
in the mornings as well as getting tea for her, as she would leave school some time before Bill arrived home. Again, in 
school holidays, Doris was always around to make sure Sue was safely looked after. 

Sue went to Payne Smith School and then on to Archbishop’s School, leaving at 15 to work at the Post Office opposite 
the entrance to Burgate. She remained at the same Post Office until her retirement and was highly thought of by her 
colleagues there.

Sue served on the Thanington Parish Council from 1979 to 1994, serving as Vice chair between 1991 and 1993.  
She actually followed in her father’s footsteps, as Bill Knott was one of the initial batch of parish councillors in 1935, 
serving into the early part of the 1980s and was also Vice Chair from 1980 to 1982. Graham Page, the current Chairman of 
Thanington Parish Council recalls that he had the pleasure of working with Sue as fellow members of the Parish Council, 
and always found her to be immense fun. He remembers that Sue was forthright in her views, certainly calling a spade a 
spade, and caring deeply about her local community. Even after her departure from the Parish Council, she was a regular 
attendee at the Annual Parish Meetings. Graham also remembers that although in later years she drove a car, having 
been taught by her dad in his own vehicle, she had previously been a keen moped rider until knocked off her scooter 
one day, which prompted her to use four wheels instead of two!

Sue’s house was next door to St Faith’s Hall, which her dad also helped to build, and in fact she had, at one time, helped 
Doris Boughton with the Sunday School at the Hall. Having lived all her life next to the Hall, she enjoyed attending many 
of the social events that took place there, She was a regular at the monthly coffee mornings and the Crafty Girls after-
noons, not necessarily employed in a craft, but enjoying the chat and the company. 

One of the happiest events for Sue at St Faith’s, which doubles up as the Community Hall, was the celebration of the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday. Having reminisced that as a child she had had her photo taken at the Queen’s Coronation  
celebration at the Hall, she was delighted to be photographed surrounded by the local children at the 90th Birthday  
celebration and looked so proud and happy that afternoon. She always loved young children and after she retired,  
enjoyed chatting with the youngsters on their way to the local nursery school just down the road from where she lived. 



Sue had many hobbies. She liked music and learned to play the organ; she enjoyed gardening and travelling, and after 
retiring, went on holidays to Switzerland, Malta, France, Italy and Cyprus, with her friend Ros. When they got back she 
loved to regale us with stories of their many adventures.

Sue loved bowling and was an enthusiastic member of the Canterbury Bowling Club from 2006 until 2018 and was 
previously a member of the Boughton Bowls Club where she held the position of Ladies Captain. Sue is remembered as 
being quite a character and someone who loved her bowling very much. When she decided to step down, she missed it 
greatly, and after that, whenever there was an opportunity, Sue would join in the Boules games held on the pitch at the 
Community Hall next door.

Sue could be very outspoken at times especially if changes of which she didn’t approve,  were in the air in the local area, 
and she would make her opinions known quite vociferously at various meetings at the Hall on occasions. What is more, 
woe betide any of the teenagers who misbehaved any where near the Hall when Sue was around. She was not above 
giving them a good ticking off if need be !

Antonia, a current young Hilltop resident has such memories of Sue. She explained: 

“As teenagers we would drive her mad with the bouncing of footballs and noise at the hall. Sometimes she would blow 
her top which we found very comical at the time. But we would always make it up the next day when she would bring ice 
cream out for us all. The one day she always had a smile on her face was the Half Marathon, where we would be outside 
her house with our cups of water ready for the runners.

Antonia added As I grew older Sue became a good friend, “ rather than the meanie old lady she pretended to be, lol” 
and I could talk to her about most things. She meant so much to our community and is greatly missed.” 

Although in many ways Sue was quite a private person, she was also very outgoing and had many friends. Everyone at 
Hilltop knew Sue and remembers her with affection, but none more so than her great friends and neighbours, the late 
Colin Smith, his wife, Hilary, and Betty Wallis and her daughter, Sharon. 

Colin was born in his house in New House Lane in1943 and so knew Sue from the time she moved there when she was 
a little girl. After Sue retired and sometimes needed help, it was Colin and Hilary, and Betty and Sharon to whom she 
turned. Hilary remembers Sue getting a computer fairly late on in her life, and she and Colin trying to teach Sue the 
 rudiments of computing. However, by this time, Sue, who had dealt with figures and problem solving all her time at the 
post office, lost her patience with the blessed machine, and found computing just that bit too taxing!!

Sue’s anxiety increased and her concentration deteriorated in the last few years of her life and she found it difficult to 
stay indoors for too long and would go walkabouts. Whenever Sue felt low or anxious, or just needed someone to talk to, 
she’d nip up the road to her friend Betty, who was always there for her, and who would drop whatever she was doing to 
accommodate Sue and help her feel better.

As Sue’s condition deteriorated, her spontaneous chatting to complete strangers from her garden, and her walkabouts 
became more worrying as she became more vulnerable, and in 2019 she went into care, for a brief time at The Chaucer 
House Home, and then for the last year and a half or so at Littlebourne Care Home, where she soon settled in and was 
well cared for. Indeed Sue became “one of their characters” just as she had been at Hilltop. She adored her mum and 
dad, and whenever we visited her, she would talk lovingly of them and we came to realise that they were very much 
‘there with her.”

So many of we elderly friends from Hilltop would have liked to have been at Sue’s funeral service to say goodbye to 
her. Sadly, however, we are having to stay at home to stay safe. However, she is in our thoughts and prayers and we will 
remember “our Sue” with great affection, and she will be so very sorely missed. Truly, her passing is an end of an era as 
she takes a little of Hilltop’s history with her.



The Lecture – Vaccination &  
the Immune System

Vaccination allows the body to encounter a disease-causing microorganism in a safe way, so that if the 
body encounters that disease-causing microorganism for real it is primed to react quickly, eliminate the 
culprit and you do not get the disease.

All cells and viruses (viruses are particles) have antigens on their surface (spike proteins) that are unique 
to that cell type or virus. The body reacts to ‘foreign’ antigens (non-self antigens) by launching an  
immune response, which is quite complex (after all there are professors of immunology!). But we want to 
learn about the principles of vaccination, so in simpler terms, when you encounter this ‘foreign’ antigen 
for the first time the immune response is quite slow to get going and not as big as it could be.  
The specific immune response involves T cells and B cells (this is the part of the immune response that 
we need to look at to understand vaccination). T cells and B cells are very important types of 
 lymphocytes (and lymphocytes are a type of white blood cell, abbreviated to WBC by doctors). After an 
encounter with a disease-causing microorganism with its ‘foreign’ antigens, memory T cells and memory 
B cells remain in your body. These cells are more numerous than they were before and more easily  
activated should you encounter the disease-causing microorganism for real.

You have probably heard about cytokines. These are like hormones, produced by certain WBCs when 
the body is under siege by a disease-causing microorganism. (Too many cytokines are bad news causing 
the immune system to overplay the situation – a ‘cytokine storm’.)

B cells produce antibodies that are specific to the ‘foreign’ antigen.  
Antibodies do not actually kill the invading microorganisms but mark them 
out for destruction by other immune system cells such as killer T cells (aptly 
named…unusual in biology!).

So a vaccine consists of a dead or weakened (attenuated) version of the  
disease-causing microorganism, or fragments of the antigen or messenger 
RNA (mRNA). Your body is ‘allowed’ to encounter the antigens of the  
disease-causing microorganism in a safe way such that you will not get the 
disease. But you are left with memory T cells and memory B cells.

The Oxford AstraZeneca Vaccine is a weakened version of a common cold  
virus (an adenovirus from chimpanzees) which has been modified to look 
more like a coronavirus. The body recognises the antigens as being ‘foreign’ 
and launches an immune response. Memory T cells and memory B cells 
remain.

The Pfizer BioNTech Vaccine is an RNA vaccine. The RNA is mRNA which 
codes for the manufacture of the antigens of the coronavirus. 
 Once injected, our body cells manufacture the coronavirus antigens (and 
has nothing to do with your DNA or altering your DNA in any way at all – 
your DNA is in the nuclei of cells and cannot get out, the 
mRNA does not enter nuclei). This launches an immune 
response, because the coronavirus antigens are ‘foreign’. 
Memory T cells and memory B cells remain.

Vaccines do not contain live microorganisms.  
Vaccines do not ‘give you the disease’ but prepare 
you to launch a faster and bigger response should 
you encounter the disease-causing microorganism 
for real!

WRITTEN  BY 

LIZ TABOR



Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw

Month Max.  
temp. °C

Mean (Av.)  
Max. °C

Min.  
temp. °C

Mean  
Min. °C

No. of days 
with rain*

Max. rain in 
1 day 

in mm.

Total rain 
in month

July 33.9 23.5 8.6 14 10 9.5 35.8

August 33.3 23.3 10 16.6 11 24.3 61.7

September 27.6 19.5 8 12.4 12 13.5 41.3

October 16.9 13.6 5.9 9.1 26 22.8 144.2

November 16.8 11.6 1.4 7.4 15 16.3 44.9

December 12.7 7.1 -0.7 3.9 19 30.8 108.8

Weather Records  
JULY – DECEMBER 2020

WRITTEN BY

HILARY SPON 

 KEY FIGURES FOR 2020

Maximum temperature 33.9 (31 July) Wettest  day - 3 December (30.8mm)

Minimum temperature -2.1 (20 January)  Wettest month -October (144.2mm) 

Hottest month by mean (average) max. -  June Driest month - May (6mm)

Coldest month by mean (average) min. - March TOTAL RAIN FOR YEAR – 697.4mm* (It seemed a lot more!)

ANNUAL KEY FIGURES FOR LAST 12 YEARS

In spite of Tier 4 and our 3rd Lockdown, it does 
not seem long since I wrote the last Nature notes 
in October. In November and December, we had 
some beautiful sunny days, the skies a gas flame 
blue. Amazingly in November we saw some  
snowdrops in flower locally. In December, even 
more astonishing, I found some harebells and  
poppies in flower. In November and early  
December, there was still a sense of late Autumn 
lingering. Autumn’s deadened leaves rustled, 
slowly decomposing. Oak trees were still hanging 
on to a smattering of gold and the sun was  
burnishing the apples to a deep red, still delicious 
to eat.

Now we are into January and the earth 
is sodden with mud pulling at our boots 
along every field margin. The frequent 
puddles and the swollen river Stour 
reflect bare winter branches some 
clothed in lichen. The leaves have 
finally unhooked themselves from 
the trees. The occasional wintery sun 
paints the skies a pale yellow before 
the deep grey clouds, darken the pale light.

Local walking is the best way through this.  
There are several variations of the orchard walk 
and the Larkey Valley wood walks.

Year Max. temp. Min. temp. Total rain Year Max. temp. Min. temp. Total rain

2009 29.2 -7.9 721.7 2010 28.9 -7.6 589.8

2011 29.8 -3.6 511 2012 30.8 -10.8 757.4

2013 31.5 -4.9 707.9 2014 29.9 -2.5 917.5

2015 34.7 -3.4 648.5 2016 31.7 -4.5 669.8

2017 31.3 -5.3 522.1 2018 34.1 -10.2 720.6

2019 36.2 -4.5 653.9 2020 33.9 -2.1 697.4
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Thank you to all our sponsors

100 Club Winners

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

November December January

£50 Claire Gent Chris Silk 
£100 Anita Rubins

£30 Hillary Smith  Kath Hewson 
£60 Colin Sherwood

£20 Lyn Gregory John  Hinchcliff 
£40 Carole Davis

£10 Tony Pringle John Richardson 
£20 Julie & Alan Jeans

WANT TO ADD  WANT TO ADD  
SOMETHING TO THE SOMETHING TO THE 

NEWSLETTER?NEWSLETTER?
We love hearing your local stories and progress with events!  The Hilltop News would love to hear from you so we can share  it with all the neighbours and residents.

We are looking for anything from recipes, events you  might want to run or even just to shout about  
something exciting  

that might be going on in your family! 
Please feel free to email Katherine at x-kr-x@hotmail.com 

or you can drop of a hand written version to  
9 New House Close
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We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to members@hilltopca.org

DO WE HAVE   
YOUR EMAIL  
ADDRESS?


