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Another year has passed and I’m glad to say it 
was slightly better than 2020. We came out of 
lockdown in March and started opening up the 
hall to the community so if you want to book 
any functions or events for next year,please 
contact Terry Maple.

 Looking back at the early part of the  year we 
had the Easter competition. Thank you Tracey 
and your helpers for your hard work. At the 
end of October we had our first quiz of the 
year which was well supported. We did keep 
the numbers down because of covid and it was 
great to see the hall coming back to life again.

On the subject of the hall, we now have the 
HCA gardening club up and running. This was 
primarily to make the hall look tidier and inject 
some colour and vibrance to our community 
space. You will see some new plant boxes in 
the front of the hall which will look amazing 
when the bulbs and plants spring to life. If you 
would like to join the HCA Gardening club, 
please contact Kate Homersham or Anemone 
Jones for details.

This Sunday 7th November at 3pm there will 
be the photographic competition presentation 
in the hall. This has been organised by Cheryl 
Ives, Carole and Terry Davis with the help of 
their judges. Thanks again, to them all, for 
their hard work. As always, the winning entries 
will be going into the HCA 2022 Calendar 
which  will be priced at £4.99 and available to 
purchase soon.

We will be having our AGM on the 17th 
November 7.30pm, This is later than normal 
as we had to cancel previous meetings due to 
covid. We welcome all members of our small 
community to come along and join in. At this 
meeting we have 3 new nominees for the  
position of trustee and for the first time 
will have our full quota of 9 trustees on the 
committee. We had an excellent turnout of 20 
people at the last main committee meeting so 
please do join in and get involved if you can.

With restrictions lifted, we can now have our 
first Christmas fayre for two years (I know that 
Father Christmas is looking forward to seeing  
the children as he has spoken to me recently 
from Lapland ). Space has aways been tight at 
the Christmas fayre so we  have recently  
purchased a small marquee to expand the  

size of the fayre. For many years Carol Davies  
has organised this event and we would like 
to thank her for all her hard work. This year 
Amenone Jones is taking over this job,  
although Carole will still help out so please 
let’s support them both in making this a  
success.  If you can donate tombola items, 
please let them know.

This newsletter contains two Christmas Raffle 
books. Please fill in the stubs with the money 
and return them to the collection places 
below.

9 New house close, 4 New house close, 43 
New house lane, 52 New house lane, Tracey at 
Fairlawns Iffin lane & Andrea at The Shieling 
Iffin lane.

The Top 3 prizes are 1st a £100 hamper 2nd 
£100 cash and 3rd a £50 M&S voucher and 
many more. Thank you for supporting the  
Hilltop community.

Annual renewals for the 100 club  (for the 
people who pay yearly) are due at the end 
of December. If you would like one @£2 per 
month or £24 per year then please contact me.

Lastly,as we head towards the Christmas 
period again it’s time to reflect on the past 
year. 2020 was a hard year as many people 
lost loved ones. At the beginning of the year 
we very sadly lost Tony,our postman and Sue 
Knott and Molly of whom were very much part 
of our community.

Last Christmas was cancelled but this year we 
can really enjoy being with all our loved ones 
and celebrate in style. So I want to say a huge 
thank you on behalf of the trustees & main 
committee for your continuing 
support you have given us through 
another difficult year. Let’s hope 
that 2022 is going to be a year 
to remember for good reasons. 
We wish you your family 
and friends a very merry 
Christmas and a safe, 
healthy and  
prosperous 
New Year.

WRITTEN 
 BY JOHN 

RICHARDSON



Nature Notes by Jan Armishaw
Great excitement. Early in September 
Anita and a few other people spotted 
a white sparrow along with other 
sparrows in the hedgerow opposite 
the Nursery. These are rare to see.  
Some experts say they are very rare. 
The white sparrow is not caused by 
albinism but by a different type of 

mutation of pigment. In this 
case the bird’s feathers are 
white, but the eyes, beak 
and legs maintain their 
normal colouring. 
 Unfortunately, the white 
sparrow has a short life 
expectancy as it is more 
vulnerable to predators 
due to its inability to cam-
ouflage

The internet informed me what it meant spiritually  
if you see a white sparrow.  Here is what it said:-

“The small bird usually symbolises joy and protection, 
but it can also be a symbol of simplicity and community. 
Teamwork and hard work are what make the sparrows 
productive…. A white sparrow indicates that you will 
meet a successful personality soon.”

Still talking about birds, it is interesting to note that this 
year most of out swallows left us remarkably early, by 
the end of August and the last of the house martins had 
gone by mid -September.

Autumn is a beautiful season with the hedges shim-
mering with ripening fruit; hawthorn, deep red, bryony 
with trailing shining scarlet berries and the sloe bushes 
glowing gin-Ready.

 Gardens are still looking stunning with lots of flowers 
in full bloom.

The Hilltop Gardeners have been busy planting two fabulous raised beds at St Faith’s.

On a sunny weekend at the end of October, with wheel barrows and spades to hand, 
we collected donated soil from skips and gardens, lined the planters, piled them 
high and with an additional top dressing of compost they were ready!  
Multi coloured tulips, winter flowering pansies and wallflowers were added which 
should bloom throughout this season and into next Spring, providing some welcome cheer for 
walkers passing by and for regular community users of the hall. Some crocus, muscari and tulips bulbs 
have also been planted in the grass beneath the trees at the front.

The wooden planters were very skilfully made by Geoff Porter who used recycled crates, reinforced 
with cladding from old pallets and then painted in a dark green stain which sets off the plants  
beautifully. A big thank you for all your hard work Geoff, it is much appreciated. Thanks also to Sam, 
The Community Champion at Morrisons who donated a box of flowering bulbs for our use after Juliet 
contacted them for support. 

There are still more bulbs to be planted at St Faith’s and some garden related events in the near 
future. Anyone wishing to join us will be most welcome, please contact Kate Cornish, Anemone Jones 
or the HCA Chairman.    The Hilltop Gardeners

St Faith’s Garden
WRITTEN  

BY KATE 

CORNISH 



Hilltop Photographer 
of the Year 2021
AND THE WINNERS ARE:
Adult: “Shape, Pattern, Form”

1st Prize: Jeremy Spon
2nd Prize: Alan Jeanes
Joint 3rd Prize: Kelly Penfold and Ian Sharp 

Junior section: “Things That Make Me Smile” 

1st Prize: Rachel Fairclough
2nd Prize: Amara Chittim
3rd Prize: Livy Leonard
                                      

THE AWARDS CEREMONY WILL 
TAKE PLACE AT HILLTOP  
COMMUNITY HALL ON:

SUNDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 
FROM 3-5PM  
Admission Free
Come and see all the participants receive their prizes 
and certificates, plus join in the final vote for  
“The People’s Choice.”

Tea and biscuit refreshments / Small raffle /
Home-made cakes and other goodies  
to purchase.
Profit from sales at the Award Ceremony plus any 
money left after purchase of prizes for the photo 
competition will be donated to Hilltop Community 
Association Funds.

WRITTEN  BY CHERYL  IVES



Is that time again for me to pen a few words, informing 
you of your Thanington Parish Council news

Zoom meetings have finished and we are back  
meeting face to face, every second Monday of the 
month at 7pm, ALL are welcome at the Thanington 
Resource Centre, Thanington Road.

A big change happened this autumn, an end for one, 
and a beginning for another. In January 2002, Roger 
Cheeseworth, a “Cornish immigrant”, became the Clerk 
for Thanington Parish Council, taking over from the 
previous Clerk, Denis Gould. Roger retired on the 30  
September 2021, having been the Clerk for 19 years. 
Roger is a resident of Thanington, living in  
New House Lane.

Over his many years as Clerk, there were obviously 
many instances of problems that required special  
treatment. One such time was when Canterbury  
City Council wanted to amalgamate Thanington  
and Chartham. 

This would have been the demise of the Parish of 
Thanington, it being absorbed into the Parish of 
Chartham. Roger spoke for Thanington and we know 
that his words influenced the decision as Thanington 
remains a Parish Council. 

He was also involved in trying to control what  
happened in the construction of 1100 houses and 
the still ongoing problems of the infrastructure of the 
Estate. Roger brought Thanington into the 21st century 
with computer skills, a web site and more.  
Thank you Roger.  

Roger’s resignation left a position for a new Parish 
Clerk which was taken by Susannah Jung.

On Monday 11 October 2021 she 
held her first solo meeting as the 
Clerk of Thanington Parish Council, 
which went very well. South Ward 
councillors, Terry Maple and myself 
welcomed her and we will do all we 
can to help her settle in. 

We have tried to setup ways that 
Thanington can work with our Parish 
neighbours, Chartham and Lower Hardres. Chartham 
Parish Council have expressed a willingness to 
 participate, but as yet nothing from Lower Hardres.

Thanington Parish Council wants to discuss how best 
we can increase the engagement of all parishioners in 
everyday matters.

The “bread and butter”, basic everyday problems still 
happen, and are being reported. In the main these are 
put right by the relevant authority. From potholes to 
speed limits to graffiti and many others, some of which 
we see, but we need your help in reporting others to 
us, we will then do our very best to get them put right.

It is the Queens Platinum Anniversary and on the 2 
June 2022 at 9-15pm all the Beacons around our 
Country and in other Countries will be lit. Canterbury 
has a Beacon at the entrance to Toddlers Cove which 
will be taking part. Hilltop will be celebrating the event, 
but more information will be given in the near future. 

Our first AGM for three years will be on 17 November 
2021 at 7-30pm at Hilltop Community Hall [St. Faiths], 
this is a chance for you to ask questions.

Terry Maple and Terry Davis, your South Ward  
Parish Councillors.

Thanington Parish Council News Update

 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Once again it is my turn to give to you some Parish  Council news and updates.
The 15th of January 2020 is National Pothole Day.  I thought every day was pothole day! I am not sure what that really means. Do we celebrate that we have so many or do we report as many as we can on the day? I went to Clintons and asked for a card celebrating the day, but alas the nice young lady, trying not to laugh at the old  gentleman, told me they do not sell such a card.  Campaigners have called for £1.5bn a year from the government to tackle the problem of potholes. If all the potholes are filled then what will have left to talk about, the weather?

It was very unfortunate for the residents of the South Ward of Thanington that St. Faiths, the Hilltop  Community Hall, was closed as a Polling Station for the election. I understand that this was caused by a  misunderstanding in a conversation regarding our Hall  and the Jubilee Hall. It caused many problems for you  having to travel down to the ARCA Hall, especially as we have no public transport.  I am sure it resulted in a number of people not voting. Roger Cheeseworth the Clerk for the parish council is to meet with Colin Carmichael [Chief Executive Canterbury City Council] to try to re-establish St. Faiths as a Polling Station.
The Parish Council paid for the air to be tested around  the Wincheap area. The results were above the acceptable limits. Canterbury City Council are fighting against a  judicial review on air pollution around the City, which includes Wincheap.

The sum of £5000 has been raised, of which the Parish 

Council donated £300,  to allow a judicial review of  the extension to the Wincheap  Park and Ride car park down  to the river Stour, wanted by  Canterbury City Council.  Roger Cheeseworth, the Clerk to the Parish Council did a  radio interview on Radio Kent to highlight the problems that will occur by tarmacking over a riverside meadow. Imagine walking into Canterbury,  along the river and coming upon a view of parked cars. The official opening of Pentland new homes on Saxon Fields is on the 12th February 2020, and is by invitation only. Redrow is the new company that has bought and will develop the site of 400 houses that Quinns sold on. From a visit by Redrow to a Parish Council meeting it was clear that the two sites are totally separate, in design and ideas. The final result will be interesting!
The fence that runs at the high level along Hollow Lane from New House Lane down to Wincheap has been  vandalised and will require urgent attention to make this route into Canterbury safe. The top half, from New House Lane down to the bridge, is in our parish. The bottom half is Canterbury City Council. However the Parish Council paid for both sections because Canterbury City Council would not. Once again because it needs to be done  urgently it will fall on our shoulders to be repaired! Finally, as usual I ask for your help. If you see something that you think requires attention in our Parish then please report them to me [Terry Davis] or to Terry Maple, your two Terry’s of the South Ward.

WRITTEN BY
TERRY DAVIS

STOUR DOG WALKING SERVICES Flexible, Reliable and Trustworthy 
£10 an hour either for a walk, or run in the local area, tailored to suit you’re dog. I hold a DBS and dog walking insurance.   References on request. Experience with various breeds for both  walking and dog sitting. 

Contact Bryoni on 07834467304 

Would you like to have a  lovely ride along the Crab & Winkle  way While supporting a very  worthwhile charity
Why not join for the‘CLOISTER 2 OYSTER 2020’CHARITY BIKE RIDESUNDAY 10 MAY 2020

FOR DETAILS CONTACT CHRIS & CHERYL IVES on 01227 760707or email them at rethinkcanterbury@googlemail.com

WRITTEN BY
TERRY DAVIS

MESSAGE 

FROM 

ANEMONE 

JONES

Preparations for the Christmas Fair are  
continuing and most are now in place.

In the past Tracey and Marion have donat-
ed most of the items for the adult tombola, 
buying them throughout the year for several 
years which I think is amazing and quite a 
feat of generosity. I would like to thank them 
both very much for a service that has largely 
gone unnoticed.

We have received a good amount of items 
for the adults tombola but none 

yet for the childrens gift and bottle tombola. 
We are looking for gift items, drinks, sweets/
foods and perhaps items such as bubble 
baths etc.

Please feel free to contact me or to drop 
off items at our house, 57 New House 
Lane, my phone number for phone/text/
whatsapp is 07526 766 083. You can 
also drop of to Julie (34 NH CL) or Jan (5 
NH CL) 

if you would like to have items picked up 
from your house please let me know.

Donations to the Christmas Fair

Go fund me support for Madeline



Despite only moving here in 2018 my links with  
Canterbury go back much further to the 50s through to 
the 70s when as a young child and teenager we looked 
forward to our working class “Holiday” Hop picking, 
not that we were the usual pickers in that my parents 
family’s had independently and separately moved out 
from the east end of London in the early 1930s and we 
lived in a small almost Village on the edge of the forests 
of Hainault and Epping well within Essex and not part 
of London as it is now, It was a chance to spend quality 
time with my cousins who still lived in the east end.

We spent a lot of that time in Boughton where the 
A2 still ran through the high street and on to Dunkirk, 
that at that time still had Six Chain Home Radar Pylons 
complete with platforms, only one exists now and no 
platforms, you knew you were near Canterbury as your 
Bus would wind its way through the twists of  
Harbledown which as you left you were rewarded with 

what I still think of as 
the best view of the  
cathedral that at that 
time loomed over the 
city. The A2 ran through 
Canterbury and if you 
look above the shop 
fronts there is a white 
road sign with the Bold 
Black Statement;  A2  an 

arrow to the right declaring London 
and to the left declaring Dover, all 
the way along that stretch of the 
A2 were Hopfield’s  and Orchards 
that had every kind  of now  
overlooked variety of Apple and 
Plum picked at slightly varying 
times by the fruit pickers, who 
stayed in huts built for that purpose by the farmer for 
over six weeks or more, so they reached the market at 
differing times from the Garden of England.

I had a good local friend of my age who lived in  
Boughton he would show me places and things only 
a local would know, one thing that stays with me was 
going to the carpet shop in Faversham and for a Shilling 
you could buy a 10 foot Bamboo pole that came from 
the centre of the carpet roll, then you flattened one end 
of a bicycle spoke and filed it in to a barb like an arrow 
head and taped it to one end of the pole and you were 
ready for spear fishing along the creeks behind  
Faversham where Flat Fish well camouflaged against 
the sandy stony bottom would lie, once he showed me 
what to look for you could easily get a couple for dinner 
that night, It was something that people had been doing 
for years to supplement their food in times of rationing 
after the war years. I could go on but 
I think that may be indulgent of me.  

WRITTEN BY
IAN SHARPConnections to Canterbury

Brain Tumours are the biggest cancer killers of children and adults under 40 in the UK. Over 12,000 people are 
diagnosed each year with a primary brain tumour, In my case I am 44 and my Tumour was only found in May,  
Operated on in July and is now a Grade 3 which is Cancerous. 

I decided to organise a go fund me because I wanted to try and raise funds for further treatment but also raise 
awareness as this Cancer does not show up on a Blood Test, these tumours grow for 10 years or more and in my 
own situation I had a baby 6 years ago it would have been detected. I had numerous blood tests, scans but  
nothing showed up.

My own Symptoms after having Finn was extreme tiredness, fatigue, weight gain, tearfulness, processing problems 
eventually I couldn’t walk straight without falling, the headaches were so painful I could not move my head. 
 Another symptom of Brain Tumours is Pins and Needles in one arm or leg which I also had. People associate these 
with heart attacks, but they are a typical sign of a Tumour, a MRI Scan should be pushed for by your GP.

Luckily my Tumour is on a side of the brain that does not cause seizures or memory 
problems and my Surgery was successful removing 90% of the tumour but I have a fight 
ahead to stay alive and be one of 30% of people to live beyond 5 years. 

If you could help with a small donation, I would be most thankful, but my biggest 
request if you know anyone that may have symptoms like mine to go see their doctor, 
I will feel like my time on this Earth has been for good by saving one other Family from 
going through what we are right now. 

From the bottom of my heart, I thank you so much and I hope we can raise awareness 
of this type of Cancer.

Madeline Goode-Marshall 
Upper Horton Farm House, New House Lane https://gofund.me/bb4061f5

Go fund me support for Madeline



News of St Faith’s at Hilltop 
Hi everyone. The following article has just come into my possession, and I thought that new residents 
might be interested in this little bit of history of the area. Just think - in 1951 the hall cost £560.00 !   

And more recent news for St Faith’s - September 2021: 
Announcement of the new Canterbury Deanery Estates Mission Enabler and Priest in Charge, 
Thanington St Nicholas and St Faith.

The Churchwardens are delighted to be able to let you know that Bishop Rose has appointed the  
Reverend Nick White to be Canterbury Deanery Estates Mission Enabler and Priest in Charge,  
Thanington St Nicholas and St Faith.

Nick is married to Aileen, and they have two school-aged children, Oban and Elise. Nick is currently 
in ministry in the Diocese of Liverpool.  He and his family will move to Thanington late in 2021 
and Bishop Rose will license Nick, in a service at St Nicholas on Thursday 6 January 2022 at 7pm.

While Nick is currently much further north from here, he has also worked for a  
considerable number of years in Rochester Diocese, in particular with children and 
young people. Nick is a pastor, with absolute commitment to people, who has wide  
mission experience and is also an enabler of communities into mission, and who has a 
clear sense of call to ministry with us here at St Nicholas and St Faith - as well of course  
in the Deanery.  

WRITTEN  BY CHERYL  IVES

THANINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD  
PLAN 2021 UPDATE

WRITTEN  BY ROGER CHEESEWORTH

We are very fortunate to live in an 
area that for the most part is crime 
free. But we should not be  
complacent, Our Neighbourhood 
watch is very quiet but is always 

there if we need it. Hilltop 
kindly let us use their email 
links to let the community 
know when anything  
happens in Hilltop.

Neighbourhood Watch
You can contact me by email, phone or personally  
using the contacts below.

Keep yourself safe, remember always lock your 
sheds, tell neighbours when you are away, never 
keep valuables in view in your car and keep a look 
out for anything suspicious happening within 
our community. 

Roger Cheeseworth
rcinkent@aol.com - 01227761642



Some of you may remember HILLTOP developing a 
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT for our area some years 
ago. This covered the area of HILLTOP and laid out 
how we would like to see our community developed. 
It is still registered with the City Council and should be 
referred to in planning matters.

As we are all aware times have moved on and also the 
pressures on our area. These issues impact on events 
outside of the immediate HILLTOP area and HILLTOP. 
So THANINGTON PARISH COUNCIL has been  
developing a NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN for the whole 
of Thanington. This has very much, taken into account 
the HILLTOP VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT, and the 
points in it.

Why do a Neighbourhood Plan?

WHAT IS A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN?

1. It is a development plan generated by local c 
ommunities for their community

2. It must be lead by Parish councils, town councils or 
neighbourhood forums with the involvement of local 
stakeholder groups.

3. It gives a shared vision of the neighbourhood and can 
shape the development of their area

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

1. It gives communities direct power to develop and 
shape a shared vision for their neighbourhood and 
shape the development and growth of their area

WHAT CAN IT DO?

1. Approved Neighbourhood Plans sit alongside Local 
Plans  to help make decisions in planning applications

2. THE PLAN VISION

3. Maintain Thanington as a unique identifiable entity 
and support the wishes of all the community thereby 
ensuring a thriving community in which residents can 
live healthy and happy lives.

The plan has been developing since last year and  
started with the questionnaire and survey to local  
residents . The city council is now looking at its local 
plan and our objective is to submit the Thanington 
Neighbourhood plan for adoption by the city council 
late this year early next year, but before they go out for 
consultation on the revised Local Plan for Canterbury.

One of the most important things still to do is to get 
feedback and opinion on what has been drafted for 

The Thanington Neighbourhood Plan 
from the residents of Thanington. To 
ensure what is included, is the view 
of the community, and supported by 
the community. 

To that end in the next 6 -8 weeks we will 
be letting you know how you can have your say in a  
variety of ways. The current draft plan is available to 
view on the THANINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
WEBSITE and please feel free to look at what is  
currently available and comment on what you see. The 
team working on this project welcome your views and 
also believe this is an important aspect in the future of 
not only our area but the whole of Thanington.

Map showing the impact of the proposed development 
in our area. (Prepared by Val Horne & David Silcock 
for the Neighbourhood Plan) It does NOT show the 
additional sites that are currently being evaluated for 
the new Local Plan by CCC. The current developments 
show a 100% plus increase in the housing numbers and 
also a 100% plus increase in population for Thanington. 
Also its shows, nearly 50% loss of green field space 
in the area. There is a real threat these figures could 
increase in the future, unless some intervention is  
taken to control it and input from the community  
has some say.

THANINGTON NEIGHBOURHOOD  
PLAN 2021 UPDATE

WRITTEN  BY 

DAVE SMITH



www.hilltopca.org

Thank you to all our sponsors

100 Club Winners

HCACanterbury

www.hilltopca.org

September October

£50 Alan & Jane  Gower Anne Withell

£30 Maureen Hillman Trudy Goldsack

£20 Arlette Hart Hannah & Guy Meurice

£10 Kate  Lane Micheal Gower

We send a lot of our updates and reminders via email to our residents. If you 
would like to keep up to date then please make sure you send us your email 
address to chairman@hilltopca.org

Do we have   
your email  
address?

Diary of Events
November

Photography Awards Ceremony  
Sunday 7th November

Christmas Fair

27th November

 
Monthly Events 
Crafty Girls - Second Tuesday of the 
month from 2pm
 
Coffee mornings -  
Last Thursday of the month 10:30am 
onwards

If you would like to book the hall for 
your occasion contact Terry Maple 
on  
01227 761329 or  visit 

www.hilltopca.org/hall-bookings

WANT TO ADD  WANT TO ADD  
SOMETHING TO THE SOMETHING TO THE 

NEWSLETTER?NEWSLETTER?
We love hearing your local stories and progress with events!  The Hilltop News would love to hear from you so we can share  it with all the neighbours and residents.

We are looking for anything from recipes, events you  might want to run or even just to shout about  
something exciting  

that might be going on in your family! 
Please feel free to email Katherine at x-kr-x@hotmail.com 

or you can drop of a hand written version to  
9 New House Close


